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Jazzlive Live jazz musiceveryFridaynight at St Giles’ Church
Crypt, Camberwell ChurchStreet,SE5.Admission£6,
concessions£3.Cheapfood and bar.Contact LesAlden
02086935207.See www.jazzlive.co.ukfor latestlistings

Lambethans’ Society SeeBrixton Societywebsite
www.brixtonsociety.org.uk

Minet Conservation Association 02077378210.
www.minet.fsnet.co.uk

Nunhead Cemetery, LindenGrove,SE15.Friendsof Nunhead
Cemetery (FONC) 02086936191.www.fonc.org.uk

Peckham Society PeterFrost0208693 4001.AGM 18April,
3pm,followedby slide show Discover theorigin of names in
SE15south of therailway line (John Beasley), at GooseGreen
Centre,St John’s Church,EastDulwich Road, SE22
www.peckhamsociety.org.uk

Ruskin Park, Fr iends of DougGillies 02077035018.
friendsofruskinpark@googlemail.com

South London Gallery, 65 PeckhamRoadSE5. Open:
Saturday 3-9pm,Sunday4-9pm
www.southlondongallery.org

Brunswick Park NeighbourhoodTenantsand Residents
Association Jason Mitchell 07985548544.
tandra.brunswickpark@yahoo.co.uk

BurgessPark, Fr iends of For meetings,events andupdateson
BurgessPark improvements, www.friendsof burgesspark.org.uk
Email: mail@friendsofburgesspark.org.uk

Butterfly Tennis Club Forthomingevents: OpenDay 11am,
24April; Club Social 8pm,20 May at GrandUnion on
Camberwell Grove. www.butterflytennis.com

Camberwell GardensGuild Membership enquiriesto:
Pat Farrugia, 17 KirkwoodRoadSE153XT.

Carnegie Lib rar y, Friends of SeetheFriends’tray in the
Library or email: foclchair@googlemail.com

Cuming Museum, Old Walworth Town Hall, 151Walworth
Road, SE17 1RY. 020 75252332
www.southwark.gov.uk/DiscoverSouthwark/Museums

Dulwich Pictur e Gallery, CollegeRoad,SE217AD
02086935254.www.dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk

Friends of the Earth Southwark Tim Atkinson
02073589905.Email: southwarkfoe@btopenworld.com

Herne Hill Society Jeffrey Doorn02072747008.
Membership: HerneHill Society,PO Box 27845,SE249XA
www.hernehillsociety.org.uk
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GAZETTE OF LOCAL SOCIETIES, VENUES AND EVENTS
We recommend checking details

Theviewsexpressedin theCamberwellQuarterlyarenot
necessarilythoseof theSocietyunlessclearlystatedassuch.
TheCamberwellSocietyis a registeredcharity(No. 264751).

Cover: Signage for the original Tiger is revealed as building work gets underway (see page 8) Photo: John Kiddle

Gazette

THE CAMBERWELL SOCIETY – MEMBERSHIP AND EVENTS

Membership is opento anyonewho lives,works, or is interestedin Camberwell.

The Executive Committee is electedannually at theSociety’sAGM. Meetingsof theExecutiveCommitteeareusuallyheldon
thefirst Thursday of themonth– please contact theSecretaryfor dates.Membersarewelcometo attend asobserverswith prior
notice to theSecretary,MariaPia Masella (seeinside backcover).

Sub-Commit teesonplanning,parksandopenspaces, traffic andtransport,publicationsandlocalhistoryform animportantpart
of theSociety’s work andall membersarewelcometo involve themselvesin areaswhich interestthem.

Forthcoming Events
13 May, 7pm AnnualGeneralMeeting Instituteof Psychiatry,16 De CrespignyPark,SE5
23 May, 2pm-6pm OpenGardensDay Ticketsfrom 34 GroveLaneon theday

Have your sayat theAGM

on 13 May. Seedetails

belowandtheChair’s

report opposite.



help usset up andmonitor/keepup
to date a Facebookpagefor the
Society, so we can reach out to more
members, in a new way.

News
TheURC Working Party has done
great work in putting togethercogent
objections to theproposed
development at thecorner of Love
Walk and Grove Lane.Theplanning
application was refusedby the
Council and hasnow goneonAppeal
to theInspector. This will be
conductedon paper; there will beno
oral hearing.

Af ter muchprompting, the
Council did succeed in getting the
rail ings(which were erectedsome
years ago withoutpermission)
removed from theroof of 39 Grove
Lane.(See page7.)

We have written to theChief
Executive of theMaudsley about the
disgraceful state of its derelict
buildingsin WindsorWalk, copying
in theleaderof theCouncil andthe

conservation officer. We have also
askedfor theintervention of our MP,
Harriet Harman. So far we have not
hada reply from theMaudsley or
Ms Harmanbut we understandthat
theCouncil is considering taking
action to compel theowners to do
something aboutthese buildings.

Islay Charman,Honorary
Secretary of theSociety from
1982-1986andits Chair from
1986-1989,diedjustafter Christmas.
TheCamberwell Society organised
a donation in hermemory, to be
paid to a charity for thepromotion
of scientific education,a charity she
supported.Islay wastheheadof
scienceat Mary Datchelor School as
well asits Deputy Head.Thosewho
rememberherwill recall thatshe
wasa tirelessworker for both the
Society and for theCamberwell
Abbeyfield Society, which shealso
chaired.

Applicationsfor Cleaner
GreenerSafer moneyhave goneto
theCouncil. TheCamberwell Baths
Campaign hasaskedfor money to
improve thepublic realm at both
thenorth andsouth entrances to the
Baths.TheCamberwell Society
joined with theFriendsof Burgess
Park and others in asking for money
to removethederelict remainsof
theWilliamIV pubfrom inside
BurgessPark.

Thanks
Many thanksto theSouth London
Gallery for inviting all our members
to a special private view with wine
andan opportunity to throw away art
of their choiceat theexhibition the
Art Bin, by Michael Landy.

CampaspeLloyd-Jacob
campaspe@campaspe.co.uk
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From the Chair

Report from thechairwoman

CampaspeLloyd-Jacob

Ihope, whenyou readthis letter,
that thefrost-bittenbudsof
Camberwell ’s crocusesand

camellias will at lastbeopenandit
will bespring.

Society events for your diar ies
TheAGM will beon 13 May (after
thelocal, and possibly national
elections)at theInstituteof
Psychiatry at 7pm.We will have
speakerson developmentin
Camberwell andthestreetscene,
including Councillor Lewis
Robinsonwith anupdateon
Camberwell Baths,a speaker from
thedesign team working on Burgess
Park,a speaker on other
developmentsand possiblya speaker
from TfL (who havesomequestions
to answer aboutwhy theycut down
thetreeson Denmark Hill, near the
Greendueto ‘salt poisoning’when
theystil l hadgreenleaveson their
branches).We hopeyou will come
with all your enthusiasmanddifficult
questions.This is alsoyour chance to
changewho we are.Pleasedo send
in nominationsfor whoeveryou
think would begoodofficers for the
Society nextyear.

Open Garden’s Day will beon
23 May, as many gardenershave told
usthatJuneis too latefor their best
blooms.So pleasedo all contact me
now with offers of your early
bloominggardensand,nearer the
time,with cakesandspare hands.
Email campaspe@campaspe.co.uk

TheChristmas Partywill beon
Monday13December.Please don’t
contactmeaboutthis yet or I shall
panic. Luckily AdamWoodward has
kindly volunteered to helporganise
our events.

On thesubject of volunteers, we
would very much like oneof you to
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Mary Datchelor School

Thepicture(right) is taken
from an old postcardshowing
Mary DatchelorSchoolin

GroveLane. Theschoolwasfounded
in 1800sby theClothworkers’
Company and waspulled down in
1926to make way for theCurtis
Greenbuilding, currently being
turnedinto apartmentsby St George.

Ill ustrated arethelower school
buildingsat Mary DatchelorSchool,
circa 1900.This building appears in
thesurviving plansheldby The
Clothworkers’Company, who were
benefactorsto theschool.The
Clothworkers’have kindly allowed
usto includea copyof these plans.
It doesnot appear that their archive
contained a pictureof this lower
schoolbuilding until this postcard
came to light.

A 1870planshowsa curved
walledfront enclosure.This was lost
whenGrove Lanewaswidened in
theearly 1900sand therailings seen
on thepostcardwerethen
constructed. Theplan of thehouse
followsthetypical arrangement but
with a square baywith rounded
corners to therear, which is also a
featureof 46 Grove Lane,andthe
Gothic glazing barsare also at 62 to
70 (only even numbers) Camberwell
Grove.A box surroundin front of
thedormer window is a rather
curiousand probably Victorian
alteration.

Theschool usedthis existing
building for a numberof years, but
thehousewasdemolishedto make
way for the1926purpose-built
Curtis Greenschool building.

A postcardwith this picture was
auctioned on e-baylast year andwas
boughtby a ladyin Dulwich for
£41.75.Several newprints from the
postcardhave subsequentlybeen
offeredfor sale on e-bay.

Peter Cooke

Planby courtesy of
TheClothworkers’ Company

RR K NEWSK NEWS
10 Camberwell Church Street, London SE5 8QU / Phone 020 7703 2784

Prop: Mr S. & Mrs J. Nathan
NEWSAGENTS, NATIONAL LOTTERY, TRAVEL CARDS, GREETINGS CARDS,

“MAGAZINE SPECIALIST”, PAPER ROUND, HEALTH PRODUCTS.

Camberwell history featureson e-bay



of slopeof themansard wasless
steep.Themassing of thebuilding
generally would beimprovedif the
central block in theCamberwell
Passageelevation were to befurther
reducedin height by a storey.

Camberwell Orchard, Deynsford
Road and Camberwell Green,SE5
Refurbishmentandredesign of area
comprising new hard andsoft
landscaping, new benches,binsand
other furniture. Installation of
children’splay equipment, with play
tower, swingsandmusic chimes,
facili tatedby theremoval of four ash
trees,three cherry trees,a hazeltree
anda fig tree.
TheSociety objects to this
application on thegroundthat it is
difficult to seewhy another play area
is necessary for Camberwell Green.
While there is no objection
to theraised walkway which would
improve pedestrianaccessto
Camberwell Green, theremoval of
a numberof maturetrees(other than
anytrees which are diseased) is
unwelcome andunnecessary.
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Planning

The Society looksat all
planningapplicationswithin
theSE5areaandoccasionally

at other applicationswhich are
significant to our areaof interest. We
advisetherelevant planning
authority (either Lambethor
Southwark) that we object, support
or haveno objection to an
application where we have decided
to comment.

Owing to thelimitedspace
available in theQuarterly, we are
only ableto print a selectionof the
applicationson which theSociety
hascommented.

5 Camberwell Church Street
Changeof useof groundand
basementfloorsto hot food
takeaway(UseClassA5),
installation of new shopfront and
rear extract duct.
TheSociety objects to this
applicaton on groundsthat this area
of Camberwell doesnot needyet
another takeaway.

1-6 Camberwell Green and 307-
311Camberwell New Road SE5
Demolition of existing buildingson
site, andredevelopment to providea
mixed usepremises with a maximum
heightof eight storeys (28.8mAOD),
with set backs at first andfifth to
seventhfloors,providing129
residential units (51 one-bed,46
two-bed, 29 three-bed,three four-bed)
and1,619.46sqmof flexible
commercial uses within UseClasses
A1,A2,A3,B1,D1 or D2 at ground
floor. Associatedareasfor cycle
storage(158spaces),disabled
parkingbays (two spaces) and
amenity space.
TheSociety welcomesthe
redevelopment of this important site
on Camberwell Green.TheSociety
is alsoappreciative of theefforts that
thedevelopers, their architects and
planningconsultants havemadeto
engagewith theSocietyandother
local interest groupsandkey
stakeholders.

While theSociety is also in
favourof a mixedusedevelopment
for thesite, it feels that there are
aspectsof theproposals where
improvementscanand shouldbe

made,and for this reason the
Society objects to this application.
Themain reasonsare:
� Camberwell Passageis
potentially anattractive pedestrian
street linking theGreen with
Camberwell New Road,as the
Design andAccess Statement
recognises.However, thelargesize
of thecommercial spacesproposed
andthelimited width of thepassage
would not encouragethetypeof
small -scale users, for example,
independentshopsandcafés, that
would generate this typeof street
life.Smaller-scale units with
individual frontages to create
interest, andsomeoutdoor space for
seating,planting etc would bemore
likely to make thevision a reality,
aswould relocating thebicycle
storessothat theydid not interrupt
thestreetfrontage.There are some
safety aspects to beconsideredif
cyclists andpedestriansare sharing
thesame space that is Camberwell
Passage.
� Poorinternal design in relation to
theinternal planning of theflats.
Some rearrangementof theflat
layouts,with lesscorridor space
andmoreliving space, andan
acknowledgementthat the kitchen
is anintegral part of domestic life,
would beanimprovement. The
studio accommodation appears to
beunacceptably small.
� Thescale of theCamberwell
Green elevation overpowers the
original Georgian/early Victorian
paradeof shops, and would be
improvedif themansard roof was
reduced by onestorey and theangle

Societycomments on recent planningapplications

307-311Camberwell NewRoad Photo:Tom Leighton



164.6

A personal accountof growing up in south eastLondon

Book Reviws

to light thegaslampsevery evening,
theshopon every corner, usually a
dairy, which always seemedto be
run by aWelshman,how doors were
left open andtheft was rare.Mi lk
was delivered every day andfridges
were unheard of.

Wash-dayswere a nightmare by
today’s standards.Hot water came
from a cast iron copperand‘Mum
hadto standin thegarden,up to her
elbows in a largegalvanisediron
bath tub with a rubbing board, a
scrubbingbrushanda bar of
Sunlight soap,herhandsscarlet and
swollen.’

If you couldn’t do thewash at
home there wasthelocal laundry
underneath therailway arches
where, for a few coppers, you got a
largesink, asmuch hot water asyou
likedandsomewhere to boil. For
drying there were largehot horses
thatpulledout of thewall. Thegreat
rivalry over certain horseswhich
were always hotter than theothers
often got a little heatedandsome
colourful languageand raisedvoices
ensued.

Schoollife for small children
soundedgrim. At Eileen’s first
schooleverything was taughtby
rote, thechildrenhadto learn facts
by heart andwoebetidethosewith
poormemories.No questionswere
asked– understanding did not come
into it. Learning thethreeRs was
the‘beall andend all’ of education
for themasses,shesays.

Thencamethesecondworld
war,alongwith air-raid shelters,
evacuationsand theBlitz. Eileen
writes:‘Londoners roseto the
occasion. There was never in my
memory suchcamaraderie,
kindliness, friendlinessand for want
of a better adjective – togetherness.’

Anderson shelters were
deliveredto houseswith gardens.
‘We were to spenda lot of nights in
theAndersonshelter, emerging at
dawn to thesoundof theAl l Clear
andto fall into our bedsfor a few
hours before rising for work or
school. Toilet facilities were a
bucket! Thestreet shelters had
bunkbedsandnothing else. No
toilet facilitiesandonewould see
families toddling into themat dusk
loadedwith blankets andcarrying
chamberpots.

‘I t never fails to amazeme now
how we went aboutour lives.We
really didn’t feelafraid. I can’t
think why!’

This bookis a fascinating read
andwill beespecially appreciated
by ‘oldies’or anyoneinterested in
social history.

Edith Wilson

Copies available fromEileenWhite,
21 High Street, Templecombe,
SomersetBA8 0JF

TheWay It WasThen
By Eileen White
£4.95incl p&p

I lovedthis book! It is an
entertaining and informative
accountof growing up in

Southwark in theyearsbefore and
during thesecondworld war.

Theauthor lived in a houseoff
theWalworth Road.‘Our home,’ she
writes,‘was extremely comfortable
by thestandardsof the1920sand
1930s, but it would beconsidered
the heightof deprivationtoday.
Every roomhad a fireplacebut only
the kitchenwas kept warm. On
Sundays thefire waslit in thefront
room,which being emptyand
unusedall theweekwasascold asa
tomb by Sunday anddidn’t warm up
until it was time for usto go to bed.
Bedroom fires wereonly lit if we
were ill .’

Therewasan outsidelavatory
andthehousehadno bathroomfor
the first eight years of Eileen’s li fe.
An important event for thefamily
wasin 1936whenthehousewas
wiredfor electricity.

Shedescribesevery-day
happeningson thestreet,such asthe
lamplighter who wobbledalong on
his bike from lamp postto lamppost

Details and prices of the Camberwell Society’s selection of
cards, notelets and postcards for sale are shown on the

Society’s website

www.camberwells ocie ty.org.uk

Order forms may be downloaded and forwarded with
cheques to the Treasurer at 78 Camberwell Grove SE5 8RF



in thehistorical pastof Southwark.
I wasencouraged to readof the
successeswhich thePeckham
Society have had with their efforts

Peckham and NunheadThrough
Time
By JohnD Beasley
AmberleyPublishing plc
£12.99

I wasdelightedto beasked to
review this bookasI spentmy
childhoodin Nunhead,having

movedfrom HerneHill in 1953at
theageof seven, andthenlived in
Peckhamin thelatter part of the
1980sand early 1990s.

Thebookis very easyon the
eye. Thelayout with a phototop and
bottom of each pageandthetext in
between is aesthetically pleasing and
givesample opportunity to compare
pastandpresent. Thephotosreflect
thechanges,not only in the
environment, but also in details such
asclothing and vehicles.They have
beenwell chosen.

Memoriesleapedout of the
pages, especially theHealth Centre in
St Mary’s Road, where my mother
learnedto swim aged40 and
received her onemile certificate,
theSamuel JonesFactorywhich
wasour landmark whenreturning
home,and theTowerCinemawhere
I sawmy first ever film – The
Wizard of Oz.

This is a bookthatyou candip
into time andtimeagainanddrink
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Book Reviews

A book you candip into timeandtime again

If you haven’t already seen inside the new
development at the bottom of Camberwell Grove,
perhaps you should make the time to take a look.
These homes are a 21st Century achievement in
building houses just like those of the ‘Regency’
and ‘Georgiana’ periods – but better! 

Externally they appear as if they could have been
in ‘The Grove’ since the start. Internally they use
space in a way that ‘wows you’, and absolutely
no expense has been spared.

Flooring is Panamanian oak and custom 
designed kitchens are with granite composite
worktops; integrated appliances include wine
coolers and coffee machines – only the top 
names, of course!

The open plan kitchen and dining space is
designed to accommodate families or guests.
In the larger houses the master bedroom
suite occupies the entire first floor.* 

I have been looking at houses for more years than I care
to count, (and certainly more than I would want to see
in print), and I am not sure I have seen elegant living
space finished to such a high standard. If any of you
has entertained the idea of ‘moving-on’, why not let
me escort you through a totally new experience?”

Colin Lowman, 
Roy Brooks

To arrange a viewing call: 
020 8299 3021
Prices from £849,950
Price correct at time of going to press.* Not all houses have this dimension or facility.

Exterior of the Camberwell Grove Townhouses Interior of the Camberwell Grove Townhouse showhome

“

Camberwell’s finest address…

to save certain buildingsand
relevantsites,andwould bepleased
to see a piazzacreated in front of
thePeckhamRye station, thereby
restoring some of its former glory.
PeckhamandNunheadhave
changed considerably but it is good
to see that theareahasretainedits
manygreenspaces.

I have been inspiredby John
Beasley’s suggestion in the
introduction andwhentheweather
warms up, I shall getout my bicycle
andpursuethetrail from Old Kent
Roadusing thepicturesat thetop of
the90 pages.

A bookto bewell
recommendedfor anyoneinterested
in our history, and a gift for those
who think theyare not.

SueThomas

LATE NEWS– 39 GroveLaneSE5:Roof Railings

Following the refusal in April 2009 by the Community Council of a
retrospective Planning application for railings on the roof of 39 Grove
Lane,noappeal waslodged andanEnforcementNoticewasservedby the
Council towards the endof 2009.The owner removed the railings at the
beginning of February 2010. The crisp skyline of the building on this
important cornersite is now restored.

Julia Roskill
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TheTiger makes a comeback

The Silver Buckle pub,once a
familiar landmark at 18-19
Camberwell Green,closedin

2009.It wastakenoverby Antic
who planned to re-openit as The
Oberon.But when therenovations
started it became clearthat the
building would haveto undergo
moreextensiverefurbishmentthan
originally planned.

After stripping off thefascia the
signage for a previousincarnationof
the pubwas revealed,andalthough
the tiling was in poorconditionin
places,thewords‘The Tiger’ and
‘Saloon& Lounge’were clearly
visible.Fortunately, Antic
appreciatedthis link with thepast
anddecided to cleanup thetiling, fit
new windows and to reinstate The
Tiger name.

Therewas a ‘RoyalVisit’ to
Camberwell in July 1909when King
Edward VII came to lay a
foundation stonefor King’s College
Hospital which wasrelocated from
Portugal Street nearLincoln’s Inn
Fields.(Thehospital hadoriginally
beenfounded there by RoyalCharter
in 1829.)A photographtaken on that
day showstheCamberwellGreen
festoonedwith bunting behind
which TheTigerappears. This

picture is in theLocal History
Library andshows a frontagewhich
wasprobably constructed with the
mid-19th century building.

In 1909theTiger wastrading
underthe nameA Jackson &
Company. Thefrontagethathas just
beenreinstatedby Antic was
therefore part of a post 1909
refurbishment, but I would think that
it was probably constructedbefore
theFirst World War. Theglazed
earthenware tiles,with a deep rich

hue,wasan opulentyet very
practical material.

Thepubreopened in February
this yearandit is goodto see the
old name of TheTigerback in use
again. I think that theowners are to
becongratulatedon restoring the
façade.

Antic runsabouta dozen
LondonpubsincludingtheEast
Dulwich Tavern in Lordship Lane
andtheDogstar in Brixton.
According to its websiteAntic aims
to create a properpubwith a good
rangeof real ales alongwith the
usuallagers, some interesting wines
andsomegreat, well priced
home-madefood.It will showthe
football , give you a goodSunday
lunchandbea niceplaceto meet.

In herbookTheStory of
Camberwell, Mary Boastsays: ‘The
pleasantcountry innsaroundthe
Greenhave provedthelongest
lasting attractionsof Camberwell.
Rebuilt, they have become thepubs
of today.A FatherRedcapand also
a Mother Redcap,nextdoor,are
marked on themapof 1739.There
wasaninn calledtheArtichoke in
Camberwell Church Streetasearly
as1744.TheJoinersArms,
Denmark Hill , goesback over 200
years andsodid TheTiger,later
renamedtheSilver Buckle.Between
themwere theGolden Lion andThe
Cock,which were demolishedto
make way for theshopping centre
[Butterfly Walk].’ Thesepubsare

Camberwell Green celebratesthevisit of King EdwardVII in 1909
Photoby courtesyof theLocal History Library

TheSilver Buckle pub,a local landmark for manyyears,haschangedhands
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shown on this mapfrom themid-19th
century.

Behind TheTigerwas Tiger’s
Yard.This was alwaysa very poor
area.Evenin 1930therewasonly
onewater tap in theTiger’sYard.

Back in 1867TheBritish
MedicalJournal stated:‘With regard
to water-closets and cesspools,
thougha vastamountof work had
beencarried out, muchremainedto
bedone. In Grove Cottages[now
Chamberlain Cottagesnearthelower
endof Camberwell Grove] there was
but one closetto sevenhouses. In
anotherpart of thesamerow there
werethree closets to fifteenhouses.
In Tiger’s Yard four closetsto fif teen
houses,two of theseclosetsbeing so
situatedthat personsinsidecouldbe
seenfrom themain road.’

BoothsSurvey in 1899says:
‘Ti gerYard still exists, and,with the
exception of thehouseat thewest
end,is dark blueon themap.This
houseis occupiedby a chimney
sweep,anold man who “has enough
to live on” and is theplutocrat of the
yard. His housefront is strangelyand
wonderfully decoratedwith oyster
and other shells, andbeforethe
house,encroaching I imagineon
public land,hehasmadelittle
grottoes. It is all very barbarousand
very effective, and thehouse might
with propriety behonouredwith a
touchof pink. Theold manis very
proudof his handiwork.’ Note:The
referenceto ‘dark blueon themap’
impliesthis areawas‘Very poor,
casual.Chronicwant.’

JohnKiddle
Tiger Yard asit wasin 1934.Evenin the1930sit hadonly onewater tap.
Photoby courtesyof theLocal History Library

Renovationsunderway asTheTiger is restored to its formerglory

Left andabove: Theoriginal signage that led to therestorationof TheTiger



223 Camberwell Road
Tel: 020 7703 3676

numbering runningon. I was
responsible for its editing and
production for thefirst 40 numbers,
from July 1970to January 1978,an
extremely interesting and indeed
demanding task(asof courseit
remains). In fact, theopening article
of my lastNewsletter, No 40,givesa
goodaccount.

The first Newsletters
Thefirst 11 Newsletters were typed
on thosehorrible Gestetnerstencils,
for printing at CambridgeHousein
Camberwell Road, with messy
correction fluid for theinevitable
typos.After that I usedan IBM
Typesetter with golf-ball founts.

ThoseNewsletters remain a
fascinating record of constant
activi ty by theSociety in many
fields.Dramasdid not stop,of
course,in 1978,but I would like to
mention some of theevents and
contents in my time. Illustration was
always with linedrawingsor
diagrams: I did not try to venture
into therealms of photography
which now embell ishthejournal.

Campaigns
Historic buildingsformedan
importantpart of our work: thevery
first campaign wasto save
Addington Square which was to be
clearedfor thenew Burgess Park,
thencalledNorth Camberwell Open
Space, part of theLCC’s strategic
plansfor remedying thedire lackof
openspacein innersouth London
(NL 2). This wassuccessful and
designateda ConservationArea very
soonafter (NL 5). We put forward
proposals,which were accepted,to
extendtheCamberwell Conservation
Area (NL 15).

Thenew statutory list issued in

activit ies, really after my time.
Amongthese is thereferenceto
helping to get theSociety’s
Camberwell Quarterly started.

Camberwell Quarterly is now a
smart colourful production, but it
was in fact not a newenterprisebut
thecontinuation of theSociety’s
existing Newsletter, with the

A little bit of historyfrom Stephen
Marks, CQ’s first editor

My family (Tordis,myself ,
andtwo children, Edward
andDorothy) lived at 50

GroveLanefrom 1965to 1978.We
boughtthehousein December1963
anddid a lot to it, including a great
dealof my own work, movingin in
summer 1965.At that time there was
no localsociety, but, according to
Newsletter No 1, thepredecessorof
theCamberwell Society wasformed
in 1966.TheSociety itself was
formedin 1970.

I joined theCommitteein 1970
(but had beeninvolved beforethen),
andwasactive in several directions,
includingplanning(as anarchitect)
andpublication work, includingthe
reprint of Blanch’s YeParish of
Camberwell, a setof views anda
facsimile of Dewhirst’s mapof 1842.

Althoughwe left Camberwell in
1978,we have kept in touch,
remaining members, andstill receive
Camberwell Quarterly. It is always
of interest, andI notedthis time
newsof theproposed redevelopment
of theUnited ReformedChurch,
only a stone’s throw from where we
lived. In fact, I watchedwith distress
thedemolition of thethreeGeorgian
houseswhich had formed thetop
endof Queen’s Row.At thetime I
madesome measureddrawingsof
thosehouses,which I have passed on
to JuliaRoskill in casethey help
with thepresentproposals.

CQ’s beginnings
I readalsoWil liam Knights’ obituary
in CQ 163with great interest. I had
not realised thathehadlookedafter
theSociety’s financesfor solong,as
well asof coursehis many other
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1972wasprintedwith a pieceon the
protection of listedbuildings(NL
14), suggestionsmadefor listing of
road-threatenedhousesin
Camberwell New Road(NL 19),
largely accepted.We were much
concernedfor thefutureof derelict
St George’s Church(NL 20).

Substantial new developments
exercisedusgreatly: LettsomEstate
(NL 3, 7, 27); 33-39De Crespigny
Park(NL 4, 8) (wherethescheme
wasradically revisedafter we made
a model to demonstratethe
intolerable impactit would have had
on LoveWalk houses);Camberwell
GroveDevelopmentArea,with a
CPOand public inquiry (NL 5, 6);
theEPICsite (NL 15); above all , the
Selbornearea redevelopment
(frequently betweenNL 15 and 38),
with Council demolitions stopped by
injunctionsin theHigh Court,
discussionof rehabitationversus
redevelopment, our own published
detailed survey of theresidents, with
a special yellow-coveredissueto
recordtheworstoutragesof the
Council (NL 29).

Other major issuescovered
included: themotorway though
Peckham and Camberwell, part of
theGreater LondonDevelopment
Plan (only defeated with a change
of political party); BurgessPark,
with historyandcomparative plans
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(NL 28,39), andtheinfilling of the
Surrey Canal (NL 6); threatenedMary
Datchelor School(NL 33,37,39).

A seriesof il lustratedstudies
wasissuedassupplements with
some later issues: early map of
PeckhamandCamberwell (NL 20);
‘GradualRenewal in North
Peckham’ (NL 34); ‘Treesin Towns’
(NL 36); ‘The De Crespigny Family

in Camberwell’ (NL 38); ‘Fighting
Blight’ (NL 40).Thelast number
includeda full Index(NL 40).

As you see, thesewere stirring
times for a newly formedsocietyto
face,not to mention thehostility
which we encounteredin some
quarters thatbelievedthatall we
were trying to do wasto protect the
valueof our houses (NL 35).

Memorial service for Islay Charman

Some of you will alreadyknow that Islay Charman diedjust after
Christmas.ShewasHonorary Secretary of theCamberwellSocietyfrom

1982-86 andChair from 1986–89.Islay wasa strongsupporterof theSociety
and did a greatdeal for us. In her professionallife shewasDeputyHeadat
theformer Mary Datchelor School andlived in Camberwellfor manyyears.
An appreciation will follow in theJuly editionof CQ.

A memorial servicewill beheld on Saturday5 Juneat theChurchof St
Olave,Hart Street, EC3 at 2.30pm.

Al l those who rememberIslay will bewelcome.



on PeckhamRoadwas followedby
a ‘ tour’ of the‘new’ housing estate
nextdoor,SceauxGardens(it
openedin 1959). Most poignant
wasthesequencefilmed on my old
estate in a flat in Lakanal asan
example of theexciting new
post-war accommodation.This was
thehigh-rise thatexperiencedthe
fire in 2009which ended in tragedy.

Otherschools highlightedare
WilsonsGrammar, Mary Datchelor
andPeckham Girls, andthere are
shots of several placesandbuildings
of historical interestthathave sadly
disappeared.Theseincludethe
Surrey Canal (now BurgessPark),
Samuel Jonesfactory (which had
thatmarvellousCamberwell
Butterfly outside), andthe
Rosemary Branchpublic houseon
thejunction of SouthamptonWay
andCommercial Way.

Mediatheque,BFI Southbank,South
BankSE18XT(situatedunder
Waterloo Bridge). Open Tuesday
13.00-20.00,Wednesdayto Sunday
11.00-20.00andBankHoliday
Mondays.Drop in or bookin
advanceon 02079283535.
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Thechanging face of Camberwell

StephenBournediscoversa ‘ lost’
Camberwell treasureon London’s
SouthBank.

At theMediathequeit is
possible to watch over one
thousand filmsand TV

programmes from theBritishFilm
Institute’s National Archive.
Admission is free.A recent
acquisition is a fascinating 30-minute
documentary called TheChanging
Faceof Camberwell which has been
includedin theBeautiful South
selection.

Filmedin colour in the
spring/summer of 1963,this
travelogueof Camberwell is well
worth seeing.Many familiar places
are featured,includingSt Giles’s
Church,Camberwell Grove, andthe
William BoothMemorial College.
FromCamberwell Green there is a
wonderful shotof WrenRoadand
thenow demolishedCongregational
Church.

For me, thefilm became very
personal (and emotional) with shots
of my old primary school and the
council flats where I grew up in the
1960sand 1970s:Oliver Goldsmith

CONTRIBUTETO THE QUARTERLY!

Articles, letters,photographsandother
contributionsare alwayswelcome.

Contact theEditor, Margaret Powley-Baker,
on 02077014417or via email to

mpowleybaker@hotmail.com

Global Xchange is an international 6 month youth volunteering 
programme run in partnership between the British Council and 
Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO).
A team of 24 volunteers from 6 different countries (Yemen, 
Netherlands, Morocco, Bosnia, UK and Egypt) aged between 18-24 
years are coming to Southwark this summer  (May - August 2010)
to live in local homes and volunteer on local community projects.  They 
will have spent the previous 3 months in a community in Egypt.

For more information please contact: 
Geors Richards (UK programme supervisor)

georgina.richards@vso.org.uk | 07785741395

www.globalxchange.org.uk

Would your organisation like a cross
cultural pair of volunteers for 10 
weeks this summer or a team of 24
multi cultural volunteers for one off 
days of volunteering activity?

people who have undergone rigorous selection 
and training (CRB checked)

wherever necessary

future recruitment opportunities

Do you have a spare room a pair of 18-25 year
old volunteers could share for any length of time
between2-10weeksthissummer(May-August)?

from the comfort of your own home

costs

rigorous training and selection

wherever necessary

Host homesand
volunteering
opportunities
needed

Do you have a sparerooma
pair of 18-25yearold
volunteers couldshare for

two to ten weeks between May and
August? Or perhaps your organisation
could usea pair of cross-cultural
volunteers for tenweeksor a team
of 24 multi-cultural volunteers for
one-off days.

Global Xchangeis a six-month
international youthvolunteering
programme run in partnership by the
BritishCouncil andVoluntary
ServiceOverseas (VSO). For three
monthsthis summer a team of 24
volunteers drawnfromYemen,
Egypt,Morocco,Netherlands,
Bosniaand theUK will be living in
Southwark andvolunteering in the
community. They will havespent the
previousthree monthsliving and
volunteering in Egypt.

GeorginaRichards, theUK
supervisorfor theprogramme,is
making preparationsfor theteam, in
particular finding volunteering
placements and hosthomesfor them
while theyarein Southwark. If you
areinterested in being involvedwith
theprogrammein any way, please
contactGeorgina, on 07785741395
or emailgeorgina.richards@vso.org.uk

For more information on Global
Xchange pleasesee
www.globalxchange.org.uk

What happenedto theold school?

Iwould like to appealto any
Society members who may know

anything aboutTheAvenue
SecondaryModern School in John
Ruskin Street.

I now live in Essex andwould
like to know whathappenedto my
old school. Any information would
bewelcome – a photo would be

nice! I have beentold that theschool
hasbeenknockeddown.
Cananyoneconfirm this?

My phonenumber is
01375643228.My addressis
168Lyndhurst Road,Corringham,
Essex SS177SW.

Brian Horne
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substantial groupnow includes art
shopsin Sohoand Shoreditch and
wasfounded in 1960near theold
Billingsgate Market by Leonard
Cowling andBernard Wilcox to
supply commercial art andgraphic
studios.Thebusiness has now
expanded with theaddition of digital
suppliesandquality designer
stationery andhasa strong interest
in presentation booksand portfolios.

Of course thesite is usefully
closeto theCamberwell Collegeof
Art and any dayyou are likely to
find a numberof students looking to
buy artists’ accessories suchas
brushes, paint, pencils, easels or
canvases.C&W is well stocked with
inkjet inksand copying paperand
hasthesensible ideathat if you need
a product that is not in stock you can
identify this on a list in theshop.

Notable drop-outs in include
Woolworths,Duraty Digital and
Kennedy’s, famousfor its sausages.

99p Stores
No sooner had Woolworthsclosed
than it openedup again a week or
two later under theaegis of the99p
Stores which already operated in
Butterfly Walk. Thenewand
energetic 99pStore owners carry on
with very much thesame sort of
businessasWoolworths– a big
rangeof every sort of household
product and foods, all at 99p,even
for thesamearticlesWoolworths
used to sell for 3p or 6p.

Clearly there are bargains,for
instance torch batteries in packsof
four at 99pwhich are probably made
in Chinabut do seemto work and
greatly undercut thenormal prices.
It is surprising thatWoolworths

could not adaptto new retail
conditions.

Duraty
Duraty is a sadcase.Theshopwas
run for manyyears by theBristow
brothers who knew theelectrical
businesslike thebackof their hands
andcould cheerfully supply
everything electrical from light bulbs
andfuses to refrigerators,washing
machinesandsoon,with excellent
serviceandhome delivery. They
were nearly alwaysable to adviseon
problemsin their field or could find
someonewith thenecessary
competence.TheBristows retired
andthenewowners had neither the
specialist knowledgenor the
financial acumenneeded and the
writing was soon,quite literally, on
thewall .

Christine, whommany of you
wil l rememberon thestaff at
Duraty’s, hasrelocatedto Lynnes
Electrical at 246Walworth Road,
which covers muchof thesame
groundasDuraty. Also,but
somewhatout of theway, is
EdmundsonsElectrical, at 83
LomondGrovewhich suppliesa
wide rangeof electrical equipment
andhousehold appliances.

Kennedy’s
Kennedy’s, like somanyshopsof its
kind,hada long-standing reputation
but inevitably could not, in theend
withstandthesupermarket colossi.

Fortunately we still have with us
longestablishedretailers like Pesh
Flowers.But more abouttheselater.

NicholasRoskill

You have to beanoptimist to
arguethat Camberwell offers
high-quali ty shopping

opportunities: indeedits shopping
standards,with certainclear
exceptions,are generally very poor
and contrastwith thenow excellent
shopping available on LordshipLane
in EastDulwich.LordshipLanenow
boastsboth a real properfishmonger
anda butcher, rare on themodern
retail scene.

Oneof thereasonsfor this is
that there is quite generousparking
available in East Dulwich, whereas
in Camberwell it hardlyexists and is
largely limited to theButterfly Walk
carpark.This hasnow changed to a
Payand Display basiswhich may
help with shoppinggenerally as it
presumably discouragesall-day
parking by commuters.

Morri sons
We arelucky to havesomeattractive
andhighly effective newcomers.
Morrisons,I have to sayis an
enormousimprovementon its
predecessor,Somerfield,which stil l
operates a storeon Denmark Hill.

Morrisonshas its rootsin
Yorkshire and has a deservedly high
reputation asoneof thefour leading
supermarket groupsin thecountry. It
wasno surprisethat theButterfly
Walk carpark was full to overflowing
on theopening day.

Thestoreitself carries theusual
Morrisonswide rangeof high
quali ty produce with anexcellent
fish counter. Its staff arehelpful and
evidently well motivated,with a
pridein their store.I personallyfind
it easierto track downwhat I need in
Morrisonsrather thanthelong chase
at Sainsbury’s on Dog KennelHill
with its over 30 separateaisles! I
wasrecently impressedto find a
cornerof Morrisonswith a delicious
selection of deserts, including the
profiteroles of which we arevery
fond.

Cowling & Wilcox
Almostnext to Morrisonson a big
site in OrpheusStreetis the
newcomer Cowling & Wilcox, which
claims to bethe‘L argestArt Shop
South of theRiver’. This quite

Hail and farewell – shoppingchangesin Camberwell

PLEASE WRITE TO US!

We welcome your news and views.
Please send your letters to the Editor,

4 Datchelor Place, London SE5 7AP or email
mpowleybaker@hotmail.com



platform for their ultimate sacrifice.
A symbolic journeyto death was
accomplishedby the objectsfrom the
groundto thetop of thescaffolding
andthenagain to theground.Finally,
each work worth theascentbecame
part of ‘a monument to creative
failure’, according to Landy’s own
words.

Did this mean that in order to be
chuckedin theBin, theart offeredby
thepublic had to betheresult of a
failure, to beredeemedthroughthe
glorious visibili ty of its final journey?
A hugeheavy canvas reachedtheend
quickly and noisily andoften broke
into bits and pieces, whereasa folder
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In FebruarySociety members were
invitedby theSouth LondonGallery
to a private viewing of Art Bin.
Maria Pia Masella wasat the
openingandhereis her report.

Aglasscontainerasbig asa
swimming pool with dark
wrought-iron bones; behind

a scaffolding with stairs leading to a
sortof platform from whereART
wasthrown away: this wasArt Bin,
thelatestproject by theyoung
Britishartist, Michael Landy,shown
at theSouthLondonGallery earlier
this year.

Theinstallation required audience
participation. Everyonewas welcome
to proposetheir own art for theBin
andMichael Landyeventually chose
whatwas worth being destroyed,
leaving thepublic speculating about
his judgingcriteria.

In its mechanisms, theinstallation
seemed to mimic theprinciples of a
massproduction factory; it ran
non-stop,and basedon repetition,it
destroyed a plethoraof objects in all
sorts of media without making
distinction between them.On the
otherhand,Art Bin also referredto
morehuman dilemmas: sacrifice,
death, redemption. Humansare
employedto carry theworks to the

Art Bin, art liberation

of paper prints dispersedits sheets
gently anddancedbefore
resting on theground.Paradoxically,
were theintrinsic, distinctive,
personalvalueof art objects, their
weight, their measurements, their
colour andsound,at stake in a
projectwhich seemedto denythe
valueof art andof objects?

Landyinvestigatesthe
relationship betweenpeople and
objects in questioning issuesabout
valuewhetherartistic, financial or
sentimental. Oneof his earlier
works,Breakdown, 2001wasan
installation which again madeuse of
a factory element, a plastic
tapis-roulant, where theartist put
systematically all his worldly
belongings,from his car to his ID
for a period of 15 days.Eventually
everything wasdestroyedandwent
to landfill: hewasleft with nothing.
Yet it was‘a celebration to life’ the
artist said to his interviewer,
LaurenceSillars,at Tate Liverpool,
lastOctober. An actof self-liberation
from thedefining layers thatobjects
imposeon theself .

Onecanonly hopethatArt Bin,
anideathat escalatesfrom theself to
society andfrom objects in general
to objects with artistic value,will
initiate a processof art purification.

Dulwich Pot &
Plant Garden
POTS • PLANTS • GIFTS

Free Delivery
Free parking in front of
North Dulwich Station

12b Red Post Hill SE21 7BX
Tel: 020 7733 3697

www.dulwichpots.co.uk

K.A. Jeffr ies & Company
CharteredAccountants

Registered to carry out auditwork andregulatedfor a rangeof
investment activities by theInstituteof CharteredAccountants

in England & Wales.Dealingwith generalfinanceand
management problemsof family businesses.

All aspects of incometax andinheritancetax planning.

18 Melbourne Grove
East Dulwich, London SE22 8RA

Tel: 02086934145

Lookingforward to spring
Oh to bein England
Now that April’s here . . .

So Robert Browning famously
wrote, in his poem Home

Thoughts from Abroad.
Browning was born in 1812in
Camberwell. When not attending
school in Peckham, hewandered the

orchards,leafy groves,pathsand
hedge-linedtracksof Camberwell,
to Dulwich,oftenvisiting the
Dulwich Picture Gallery. Here his
feelingsfor poetry evolved.

In thenext Quarterly we will be
lookingmoreclosely at thepoet
born in RainbowCottage,Cottage
Green.
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Chartered Accountants
K A Jeffries& Companyp14 86934145

Cycles
Edwardesp10 77033676

EstateAgents
Roy Brooksp7 82993021

Fish Restaurant
TheFlying Fishp12 77017032

Florist
Peshp3 77039124

Gardening
Dulwich Pot& PlantGardenp14 77333697

Interiors and Furniture Restoration
FrancisJevonsp3 87616612

Landscaping
TerraFirmaLandscapesp11 87697321

Local Information
SouthLondonGuide.Websiteon all aspectsof
South London, including shops,servicesand
property.
www.southlondonguide.co.uk

Newsagent
R K Newsp4 77032784

PackagingMaterials
J Hunnex& SonsLtd p14 77033439

Sport
Butterfly TennisClub p11

StainedGlass
StainedGlassWindowsp5 7791620011

Upholstery
A V Fowldsp3 77032686

CAMBERWELL SOCIETY
OFFICERSAND
COMMIT TEE

OFFICERS

President:JeremyBennett
30 GroveLane, SE58ST 77039971

Chairwoman:CampaspeLloyd-Jacob
34 GroveLane,SE58ST 77011678

Vice-Chairman:Nick Holt
204CamberwellGrove,SE58RJ 75019941

Secretary:Maria PiaMasella
Flat 47,2D CamberwellGrove,
SE58FB 0794355206

AssistantSecretary:SaraHargreaves
50 ChampionHill, SE58BS 79249379

Treasurer:Kim Blackwell
78CamberwellGrove,SE58RF 77039170

COMMITTEE

Alex Blacknell 72774041
Traffic & Transport

Tim Gaymer 77371059

BarbaraPattinson 72748045
SE5Forum& CommunityLiaison

MargaretPowley-Baker 77014417
Editor - CamberwellQuarterly

NicholasRoskill 77034736
Licensing

JeanSackur 77084496
Parks& OpenSpaces

OTHER CONTACTS

LOCAL HISTORY:
email:
localhistory@camberwellsociety.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP:
Annualmembershipcosts£15(household)
£8 (individual) or £3 (concessionary)
Membershipform availableonline:
www.camberwellsociety.org.uk

PLANNING:
email:planning@camberwellsociety.org.uk

The CamberwellSociety is the recognised
amenitysocietyfor thoseliving, working or
interestedin Camberwell.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 13 MAY 2010

The Annual General Meeting of the Camberwell Societywill be
held at 7pm on Thursday 13 May 2010 at the Institute of
Psychiatry, 16 De Crespigny Park, SE5.

Agenda

1. Apologiesfor absence
2. Previous minutesand matters

arising
3. Chairwoman’s Report for the year

2009-2010
4. Treasurer’s Report
5. Election of Officersand Committee

All officers of theSociety andmembersof theExecutiveCommittee
retireannuallyin accordancewith theConstitutionof theSocietyand
areeligible for re-election.Nominationsarerequiredfor theOfficers
andCommittee.Any paid-upmembermay,togetherwith a seconder
(also a paid-upmember), make nominations.Thesemustbe sentto
the Secretary, Maria Pia Masella, Flat 47, 2D CamberwellGrove,
SE5 8FB, to arrive at least 14 days before the Annual General
Meeting.

6. Any other business

Maria Pia Masella, Secretary

To adverti se in the Camber well Quarterl y

please contact the Editor on 020 7701 4417 or email
mpowleybaker@hotmail.com



Multiprint have
now been established
for over 35 years. We
are a family business
and that allows us to
give our customers a

high quality and
personal service.

We design and print all
kinds of stationery,

booklets, reports etc –
and this magazine too.

We have invested in the
latest Xerox DocuColor

digital printing
equipment. This now
gives us the ability to

produce work on
demand, to a high

quality and at a
reasonable price.

Multiprint Lithographics Limited
Unit 3, Gardner Industrial Estate
Kent House Lane, Beckenham, Kent BR3 1QZ
T 020 8676 3090
F 020 8659 4548
E nick@multiprintlitho.co.uk
W www.multiprintlitho.co.uk

Why not let us quote on your next

printing requirement or call in to

see us and ask for Nick Parker...


