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THE CAMBERWELL
SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP & EVENTS
Membership is open to anyone who
lives, works or is interested in
Camberwell.
The Executive Committee is elected
annually at the Society’s AGM.
Meetings of the Executive
Committee are usually held on the
first Thursday of the month – please
contact the Secretary for details.
Members are welcome to attend as
observers with prior notice to the
Secretary, Robert Wainwright (see
inside back cover for contact details).
Sub-Committes on planning, the
public realm, traffic and
transport, publications and local
history form an important part of
the Society’s work and all members
are welcome to involve themselves
in areas which interest them.

Forthcoming Events
Annual General Meeting:
19 May, 7.15pm at Angels &
Gypsies, Camberwell Church
Street (see Agenda on page 5)
! Camberwell Arts Festival:
11-19 June
! Open Gardens Day: 19 June
! Historic Walk and Prize Giving:
September (see page 7)
! Christmas Party: December
!

The views expressed in the
Camberwell Quarterly are not
necessarily those of the Society unless
clearly stated as such. The
Camberwell Society is a registered
charity (No 264751).

Gazette

LOCAL SOCIETIES, VENUES AND EVENTS
We recommend checking details
Brunswick Park Neighbourhood
Tenants and Residents Association
Jason Mitchell 07985 548 544
tandra.brunswickpark@yahoo.co.uk
Burgess Park, Friends of
www.friendsofburgesspark.org.uk
friendsofburgesspark@.gmail.com

Peckham Society
Peter Frost 020 8613 6757
Sunday 17 April, 3pm. AGM; 3.30pm
The Great North Wood Walk (Daniel
Greenwood, London Wildlife Trust)
Goose Green Centre, St John’s Church,
East Dulwich Road
www.peckhamsociety.org.uk

Butterfly Tennis Club
www.butterflytennis.com

Ruskin Park, Friends of
Doug Gillies 020 7703 5018

Camberwell Arts
Promoting the arts in Camberwell ,and
Camberwell in the Arts
camberwellartsfestival@gmail.com
www.camberwellarts.org.uk

SE5 Forum
SE5Forum.org.uk
comms@SE5forum.org.uk

Camberwell Gardens Guild
Membership enquiries to:
Pat Farrugia, 17 Kirkwood Road,
SE15 3XT
Carnegie Library, Friends of
See the Friends’ tray in the Library or foclchair@googlemail.com
Concerts in St Giles’Church
Camberwell Church Street
www.music@stgiles.com
Cuming Museum
Old Walworth Town Hall, 151
Walworth Road, SE17 1RY.
020 7525 2332
www.southwark.gov.uk/DiscoverSouthwark/Museums

South London Gallery
65 Peckham Road SE5. Open:
Tuesday to Sunday – 12pm-6pm, closed
on Monday
www.southlondongallery.org
Southwark Friends of the Earth
Stephanie & Jim Lodge
020 7701 3331. Emails:
foesouthwark@gmail.com
southwark.foe.newsletter@gmail.com
Wells Way Triangle Residents
Association
Andrew Osborne
WWTRACamberwell@gmail.com

Dulwich Picture Gallery
College Road, SE21 7AD
020 8693 5254.
www.dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk
Herne Hill Society
Jeffrey Doorn 020 7274 7008
Membership: Herne Hill Society
PO Box 27845, SE24 9XA
www.hernehillsociety.org.uk
Lambethans’ Society
See Brixton Society website www.brixtonsociety.org.uk
Maudsley Learning
ORTUS learning and events centre,
82-96 Grove Lane, SE5 8SN
www.maudsleylearning.com
Minet Conservation Association
020 7737 8210
www.minet.fsnet.co.uk
Nunhead Cemetery
Linden Grove, SE15. Friends of
Nunhead Cemetery (FONC)
020 8693 6191
www.fonc.org.uk
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Cover: Aspire sculptor and students at
Thames Reach Employment Academy,
Peckham Road (see page 10)

Report from the Chair

Overcrowding at Denmark Hill station is pressing problem

O

nce again, the public
transport infrastructure in
Camberwell is the subject of
my Chair’s letter. It would seem that
the Bakerloo line extension will, if it
is constructed, be running down the
Old Kent Road option. We are given
to understand that there is a
possibility of the long closed (1916)
Camberwell mainline station
re-opening. This would clearly
benefit a part of Camberwell that is
in need of improved access to public
transport, and might also take some
of the strain off Denmark Hill station
(as to which more below). As ever,
there is a long way to go on this, but
we will be doing all we can to
support the initiative.
A more pressing issue is the
overcrowding at Denmark Hill
station. It has been the subject of
comment in the local press and on
local blogs, and recently the Chairs
of the Camberwell, Herne Hill and
Dulwich Societies met, together with
our colleagues with responsibility for
transport, to see if a coordinated local
approach can achieve more progress.
There is no doubt that usage of
Denmark Hill station has increased
significantly as a result of the
London Overground line. Recent
figures show that the station is now
the 87th busiest in the country.
Indeed the ORR statistics show that

Nick Holt
Denmark Hill station is busier than
each of Streatham Common,
Tunbridge Wells, Luton and even
Derby stations, all of which are larger
multi-platform stations. Surely we
deserve something better than the
current set-up?
What distinguishes Denmark
Hill from other busy commuter
stations in London is the fact that
at rush hours almost as many
passengers are arriving at the station
as are departing from it. This is
because of the presence on the
doorstep of King’s College Hospital,
the Maudsley and their related
institutions. It will therefore be
essential for us to liaise with these
institutions in any discussions with
Network Rail, Transport for London

(TfL) and the train operating
companies. I think that it is fair to
say that the overcrowding problem
is recognised, but there is not yet any
agreement on what needs to be done
to remedy the situation.
By way of background, I
understand that the “improvements”
that were made to the station a
couple of years ago – new ticket
office, the footbridge etc – were
made on the basis that passengers
were making 3.1m journeys per year
from Denmark Hill station. The latest
figures show that this has increased
to around 5.6m journeys per year.
The overcrowding situation at rush
hour is also exacerbated by delayed
and late-running trains. Denmark Hill
station around 8am on a weekday
morning can be pretty unpleasant.
The local amenity societies all
believe that, as a minimum, an
additional entrance/exit on the
Windsor Walk side of the station is
required, together with additional
ticket machines in the Champion Hill
entrance. I will keep you posted. If
you would like to get involved, or
if you have anything to contribute to
the overcrowding debate, then please
do get in touch with me or with Alex
Blacknell.
Nick Holt
nick.holt.camberwell.soc@gmail.com

Camberwell Society cards for sale

This 1799 “View from Grove
Hill” is just one of the postcards from the Camberwell
Society’s selection depicting
scenes from “old” Camberwell.
These cards can be viewed
and purchased from the SE5
Forum’s stall at the Farmers’
Market, which is held every
Saturday from 10am to 2pm
on Datchelor Place.
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Camberwell Society Charity of the Year

Bike Project comes to Denmark Hill
“The Bike Project provides
the first step into normal
living for those who have
faced persecution and
atrocity.” – Helen Bamber
OBE, founder of Medical
Foundation for the Care of
Victims of Torture
“When you have to go from
charity to charity to feed
yourself, a bike becomes
very important to your life.”
– Beneficiary

E

very year in London, 27,000
bikes are abandoned. At the
same time over 20,000
refugees arrive in the UK seeking
safety and refuge. The Bike Project
aims to match the two: the supply of
an excess resource and the demand
from people that need them. Our
workshop, now in Denmark Hill, was
set up in March 2013 to help get
vulnerable asylum seekers and
refugees in London cycling. A bike
provides a free and sustainable
means of transport to refugees trying
to start a new life in our city, and for
many, acts as a lifeline out of
destitution and isolation.
The way we do this is simple: we
take second-hand bikes, fix them up,
and donate them.
As we all know, transport in
London can be very expensive. This
is especially true for a refugee going

through the exhausting asylum
process. Having fled persecution and
atrocity in their country of origin,
they are forced to live on a mere £37
a week in benefits while they await a
Home Office decision. Meanwhile
they are prevented from finding
employment.
London is a city that is rich in
opportunities.
A bike can help these people
reach the many resources that they
need: charities that can feed them,
lawyers who can aid their application
process, Home Office appointments,
healthcare, education and much
more. If they are lucky enough to
receive refugee status, a bike can help
them find employment.
A bike has also proved to be
hugely therapeutic. As one of our
visitors told us, “I feel fresh when I
ride the bike. It keeps my mind busy.
It feels like therapy.” A bike carries
out the important function of getting
someone from A to B, but beyond
this, it can also provide a great sense
of empowerment. The freedom to
jump on a bike and go anywhere is,
for an asylum seeker, an
independence that they may not
have otherwise. It’s a chance to be
self-reliant, a chance to reflect.
Our workshop itself serves as a
community space where refugees can
work on their bike mechanics skills,
socialise, and receive cycling
proficiency training. Every week our
visitors, a committed team of
volunteers, and our mechanics share
skills and build supportive
relationships.

Bikes can be hugely therapeutic as well as lead to independence
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Many women are completely new to
cycling and are taught how to ride.

A wheel is repaired
We also run a subsidiary
programme teaching refugee women,
many of whom are completely new
to cycling, how to ride.
In our first year, our workshop
saw 300 visitors come to receive a
bike. Just one of these abandoned
bikes can help save a refugee £20
per week on bus fares, an important
saving when your weekly allowance
is just £37. That’s £1,040 saved a
year. The bikes we donated across
our first year, then, made destitute
refugees a collective saving of
£312,000 on bus fares. Now in our
third year, our goal is to donate 1,000
bikes. You do the maths…
In order to do this we really need
your help. The Bike Project can only
run with a supply of second-hand
bikes – this is where you come in.
We take donations of any bike, any
size, in any condition, so we need
you to check those sheds, search
those cellars and pop next door to ask
your neighbours for any unused
bikes. South east London must be
full of bicycles, we just need your
help in finding them. Once at our

Camberwell Society Charity of the Year

workshop, the bikes will receive a
full professional service and a new
lease of life before being donated on.
If you would like to donate,
please contact Claire on 020 7733
8098 or drop her an email at
claire@thebikeproject.co.uk to
arrange a drop-off.
In the words of a beneficiary and
regular volunteer, “People come to
the Bike Project because it makes
them feel free and hopeful.”
Sarah Morpurgo

Metamorphosis

C

amberwell Arts Festival takes
place from 11-19 June. The
theme this year is Metamorphosis so
look out for innovative, imaginative
artworks created on pavements
outside local businesses and unusual
spaces and pop-up events in nomally
unused spaces.
You will get a chance to visit
artists’ studios in Camberwell and its
borders, and there will be the popular
Made in Camberwell Arts market
where savvy shoppers can pick up
unique gifts, homewares and
jewellery and sample a feast of local
street food and entertainment.

Donated second-hand bikes are restored and passed on to those who need them

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 19 MAY 2016
The Annual General Meeting of the Camberwell Society will be
held at 7.15pm on Thursday, 19 May 2016 at Angels & Gypsies,
Church Sreet Hotel, Camberwell Church Street, SE5 8TR
Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Apologies for absence
Previous minutes and matters
arising
Chair’s Report for the year 2014-2015
Treasurer’s Report
Election of Officers and Committee

All officers of the Society and members of the Executive Committee
retire annually in accordance with the Constitution of the Society and
are eligible for re-election. Nominations are required for the Officers
and Committee. Any paid-up member may, together with a seconder
(also a paid-up member), make nominations. These must be sent to the
Secretary, Robert Wainwright, 55 Grove Lane, SE5 8SP, to arrive at
least 14 days before the Annual General Meeting.
6.

Any other business
Robert Wainwright, Secretary

188.5

Book Review

A timely read in the current climate
EU Environmental Policy
Its Journey to Centre Stage
By Nigel Haigh
Publisher: Routledge
£68.00 (hb)) £23.99 (pb))

T

his book traces the evolution
of the EU’s environmental
policy from obscurity to
centrality and shows how a number
of factors – including a number of
environmental threats that came to
prominence in the 1980s, and the
new concept of sustainable
development – has put environmental
policy at the forefront of EU policy.
Illuminating the EU’s achievements
and challenges in the area of
environmental policy, the book also
puts into context the issues
throughout its history and offers
insight into the future role of the EU
in environmental matters.
For more information please see
www.routledge.com/9781138890312
About the author
There is a fine self-portrait of Nigel
Haigh, the long-serving, stalwart of
the Camberwell Society, as you enter
his Grove Lane house which he and
Carola, a retired GP, bought in 1978
from a founding member, Stephen
Marks. Stephen produced the
Society’s regular Newsletters that
pre-dated the Quarterly, typing up
the minutes, agendas and planning
issues, then roneoing copies for
distribution. Stephen and Nigel met
at Southwark Council’s Conservation
Areas Advisory Committee on which
they represented the Camberwell
Society and the Bermondsey and
Rotherhithe Society, respectively.
From its inception, the Society
focused on the preservation of
swathes of housing that the Council
eyed for demolition and, over
decades, on such matters as the road
schemes in Camberwell’s “town
centre”. This latter issue rumbles
on even now with Nigel’s own
contribution of an article appearing
in three consecutive Quarterly
numbers in 2012. He tells how he
had accompanied a representative of
the TfL/Southwark/Lambeth funding
group around Camberwell Green
astonished at their lack both of the

back history and concern for the
consistently voiced opinions from
local working bodies.
With an education in engineering
and law, he left his “proper” job as a
chartered patent agent. An enthusiasm
for architecture, a concern for the
way things look, and the needs of
conservation led to his working for
the Civic Trust during the 1970s;
conservation areas for instance were
invented by the Trust. He says that
issues which were fought for then in
the planning field have now become
accepted by officialdom. He helped
to found the European Environmental
Bureau in 1974 as an umbrella body
of Green-leaning NGOs to influence
EU policies, and was one of its
Vice-Presidents; later in 1995, he was
a founding board member of the
Environment Agency, one of several
governmental agencies sponsored by
DEFRA “to play a major role in
people’s daily life from the food we
eat, and the air we breathe, to the
water we drink”. Flooding, fisheries
and the future of farming, for
example, are all handled.
Nigel was an active committee
member of the Society from
1978-1996 and it was while he was
Camberwell Society President
(1991-1996) that he received an
OBE for services to environmental
protection. Twelve years earlier he
had opened the London office of the
Institute for European Environmental
188.6

Policy (IEEP). This was a think tank
formed in Bonn, but with several
European offices, to “inform and
guide policy makers”. It pressed
successfully for the Treaty of Rome
to be amended to include ecological
issues. Henceforward Nigel used his
skills to clarify and explain the work
of this area of the EEC. He wrote
articles, attended meetings, gave
lectures, and engaged in debates,
working alongside Konrad von
Moltke, the founder and Director.
The “magnetic” Moltke’s
commitment to the IEEP (Nigel
Haigh’s obituary of him appeared in
the Independent of June 2005) was
to the urgent need to deal with
environmental issues at the European
level; acid rain; the health of rivers;
coastal waste; air quality;
sustainability; chemicals; the risks to
our way of life from climate change.
Von Moltke’s brilliance and clear
thinking about the world now
followed in the footsteps of his own
father whose near pacifism, at a time
of altogether different threats, led to
his being executed by the Nazis.
Of the two books Nigel has
written (the first, EEC Environmental
Policy and Britain, published in
1984) the most recent he dedicated
to Von Moltke. This collection is a
guide to how the EU’s environmental
Directives and Regulations have
evolved so they now form a central
part of the EU’s work. Having had
his proposal to Earthscan (an imprint
of Routledge) accepted three years
ago, with research and technical help
from his colleagues at IEEP, he
assembled all the relevant old articles
and lecture material, then diligently
updated what had happened since.
It will remain an invaluable textbook
for universities, as well as for those
politicians, environmental workers
and voters who need to know. His
reliable copy editor told him that she
found it “Informative and
illuminating”.
To conclude, one could say that
his publication is “timely” and to
read it now, in light of the current
climate, would be opportune.
Cathy Brooks-Baker

Book Review

Reaching for the top of the world
worked on explosives. When World
War II broke out in 1939 George was
too old to fight but his knowledge of
explosives was invaluable and he
was recruited by the Ministry of
Home Affairs as a scientific advisor.
When the Blitz came along his main
job was to try to restrict the damage
caused by the bombing raids. His
skills saved much of London.
If you are into mountaineering
this book is a must. And if you’re
not, The Maverick Mountaineer is
well-written, entertaining and
informative. Thoroughly enjoyable.

The Maverick Mountaineer
The Remarkagle Life of George Ingle
Finch: Climber, Scientist, Inventor

By Robert Wainwright
Publisher: Allen &Unwin
£17.99

R

obert Wainwright’s book,
The Maverick Mountaineer,
is not particularly flattering
to George Finch, yet by the time I
reached the end of the book I had
developed a respect and liking for
George, even though his personal life
left something to be desired. He
didn’t treat his first two wives too
well and he had a cold and distant
relationship with his son, Peter
Finch, the Academy Award winning
actor who he claimed was not his
biological son
George Ingle Finch grew up in
the Australian bush around the New
South Wales town of Orange. One
day, watching the sun rise from the
top of Mount Canobolas, he
experienced a moment of revelation.
“I had made up my mind to see the
world,” Finch recalled. “To see it
from above.” And he did, at one time
holding the record for the highest
climb on Everest.
When George was in his early
teens his family moved to Europe
and his parents separated. His
mother, a bohemian beauty some
years younger than her husband,
settled in Paris where George and his
brother Max joined her. This is where
George completed his education.
Climbing beckoned and the brothers,
after causing a fuss by scaling
Notre-Dame, tackled the Alps with
gusto and George’s climbing exploits
took off.
This is a well researched book
with extracts from diaries and letters
as well as comments and anecdotes
from family members. It describes
the various expeditions in detail and
much else besides. For instance it
tells us that the accepted climbing
attire was knickerbockers and tweed
suits and that George was derided for
his eiderdown jacket (the first puffa
jacket?). And then there was the
brush with cannibalism…
George was regarded as a bit of
a crank: his hair was too long, his

hygiene was questionable, and he
had this obsession with oxygen.
He believed that without oxygen,
reaching the top of Everest would be
an impossible dream. George set
about developing lightweight oxygen
cylinders which he took on
expeditions and, to the intense
irritation of his companions, he
insisted they take part in oxygen
drills. Many climbers believed that
using oxygen was cheating.
Naturally all this led to conflict
with members of the British
mountaineering fraternity. In
particular among George’s enemies
was an obnoxious character called
Arthur Hicks, who, as secretary of
the Royal Geographic Society, did
everything he could to ruin George’s
climbing ambitions.
George Mallory and George
Finch were arguably the best
climbers of their time. They climbed
together on expeditions and one felt
they should have been friends.
Instead a deep rivalry and dislike
developed between them, not least
because Mallory opposed the use of
oxygen.
How things change! Some 30
years later, with the help of oxygen,
Edmund Hillary and Tensing Norgay
became the first climbers to teach the
top of Everest.
When his mountaineering career
was over, George was employed by
the Imperial College where he
188.7

About the author
Robert Wainwright is Secretary of
the Camberwell Society. He has been
a journalist for 25 years, rising from
the grassroots of country journalism
in Western Australia, where he was
born, to be a senior writer with The
Sydney Morning Herald. His writing
career has ranged from politics to
crime, always focusing on the people
behind the major news of the day.
His books include Sheila: The
Australian Ingenue Who Bewitched
British Society; The Lost Boy (the
story of Clinton Liebelt); The Killing
of Caroline Burne (a journey for
justice); and Rose (the unauthorised
biography of Rose Hancock Porteous).
Robert is married to fellow
journalist Paola Totaro and they live
in Camberwell with their daughter.
Edie Wilson

STOP PRESS

History prize

The Camberwell Society is holding
a writing competition to commemorate the work of Camberwell’s local
historian, Mary Boast (1921-2010).
A minimum of 1,000 words and a
maximum of 3,000 words on a local
history subject should be received
by 31 August 2016. Awards will be
presented after the Society’s Local
History Walk in September 2016.
First Prize £125; Second Prize £50.
The winning article will be
published in the Quarterly.
Details in the July issue and at
www.camberwellsociety.org.uk

Local Business

Coffee with a social conscience

W

hen I first came to live in
Camberwell there were
very few places where you
could get a cup of coffee. The Jungle
Café, of course… and does anyone
remember Tadim? Now we seem to
be drowning in coffee, and I would
be the last to complain. But the two
latest arrivals on the scene offer more
than just a hot drink. They are social
enterprises, and in different and
rather complex ways.
Lumberjack
Lumberjack opened in January at the
premises in 70 Church Street which
used to be occupied by House. The
social purpose begins with its
landlord which is the Well, an
evangelical church based in Wells
Way. The Well considers itself to be a
community-focused church, and
Lumberjack – like House before it –
is one of the ways in which it engages
with the community.
The other organisation behind
Lumberjack is London Reclaimed,
which makes bespoke furniture using
traditional methods. It uses reclaimed
timber, which in itself indicates its
ethical stance, but its main social
purpose lies in the fact that it employs

STAINED GLASS
WINDOWS

Traditional and
Modern Designs
Repairs and Restoration
For a Free
Consultation Call

07791 620011
angi@angidriver.co.uk
www.angidriver.co.uk

Lumberjack
trains young
people as
baristas and
is also a
showplace
for local
craftspeople,
whose work is
on the walls,
on shelves,
and even on
the tables

young people aged between 16 and
25, and puts them through a year-long
training programme, during which
they learn carpentry skills. The
trainees are given mentoring, practical
experience in the workshop, and the
opportunity to go to college.
London Reclaimed makes
furniture for individuals but it also
fits out cafés and restaurants,
including of course its own. The
preponderance of natural wood gives
Lumberjack a clean unfussy look,
from the counter, to the chairs and
tables, to the staircase winding down
to the lower floor. Like its parent
company, Lumberjack is training
young people as baristas so that they
are equipped to stand on their own
feet. The café is also a showplace for
local craftspeople, whose work is on
the walls, on shelves, and even on the
tables. All the profits are re-invested
in the project.
But when all is said and done,
we go to a café for refreshment.
Lumberjack offers a range of coffees,
teas and soft drinks. For breakfast it
serves granola with honey and
yoghurt, for lunch it serves soup and
toasted bread with butter (very nicely
presented with a carafe of water), and
at all times it serves lots of lovely
cakes. Wifi is available (and heavily
used), it has a loyalty card, and there
188.8

is a takeaway service. At present it
only operates from the two rooms at
street level, but plans to extend the
café downstairs before too long.
The coffee comes from another
social enterprise, the Old Spike
Roastery in Peckham Rye. The Old
Spike selects single-origin coffee as
it becomes available throughout the
year, roasts it in Peckham, and
supplies it both retail and wholesale.
It employs homeless people, giving
them housing, training and a living
wage. At present it is supplying Santa
Isabel coffee from Guatemala and
Itende JKT AB coffee from Tanzania.
JKT is another social enterprise – the
letters stand for Jeshi la Kujenga
Taifa, which is The National Service
in Swahili. This is a programme set
up by the Tanzanian Army to equip
young people who have been unable
to get a higher education with the
life-skills that will enable them to get
employment and income.
Brewbird
The other café with a social mission
is Brewbird, which opened just
before Christmas. It is in Havil
Street on a site once occupied by the
Camberwell Workhouse, which
represented a very different way of
dealing with society’s outcasts. Over
the road is the former Camberwell

Local Business

(and later Southwark) Town Hall,
which is now being converted into
student accommodation.
Brewbird’s landlord is another
social enterprise, the Thames Reach
Employment Academy, which helps
unemployed and economically
disadvantaged people find
employment in London.
However, the organisation
behind Brewbird is St Giles Trust,
no stranger to members of the
Camberwell Society as it was our
Charity of the Year in 2010. The
Trust’s mission is “breaking the cycle
of offending”. The people it supports
have complex problems involving
homelessness, mental and physical
illness, addiction, and poor life-skills:
all too often, these problems will
cause them to offend. Over 60% of
people leaving prison after short
sentences re-offend within the first
year, and the Trust is tackling this
dreadful statistic, using a number of
initiatives to give its clients the skills
and self-belief to turn their lives
round. Brewbird is one of those
initiatives, and fulfils the Trust’s
mission by employing and training
ex-offenders.
Brewbird occupies a large airy
room, and when the weather improves
will also be able to use a really lovely
courtyard. It has sofas as well as
chairs and tables, and customers have
at their disposal a daily newspaper,
books (including children’s books),
board games and packs of cards. It
also has a larger kitchen than
Lumberjack, and is able to bake its
own cakes (I can recommend the
chocolate brownie), as well as serve
hot food at breakfast and lunchtime.
For lunch it also has substantial
sandwiches. Like Lumberjack, it

Brewbird, part of St Giles Trust, supports people with complex problems like
homelessness, mental and physical illness, addiction and poor life-skills
offers Wifi, a loyalty card and a
takeaway service.
I’ve visited Brewbird and
Lumberjack a couple of times each,
and it was evident that both already
have regular and enthusiastic
customers.
I hear a rumour that Starbucks
might occupy the old library
premises on Church Street. Really –
who needs it?
Carole Mason

K.A. Jeffries & Company
Chartered Accountants
/RFDO¿UPRI&KDUWHUHG$FFRXQWDQWV
2SHUDWLQJLQ(DVW'XOZLFKIURP
'HDOVZLWKJHQHUDO¿QDQFLDOPDWWHUVRIVPDOODQGIDPLO\EXVLQHVVHV
*HQHUDODGYLFHRQ,QFRPH7D[&DSLWDO*DLQV7D[
,QKHULWDQFH7D[3ODQQLQJDQG9$7
5HJXODWHGE\WKH,QVWLWXWHRI&KDUWHUHG$FFRXQWDQWV
LQ(QJODQGDQG:DOHVIRUDUDQJHRILQYHVWPHQWEXVLQHVVDFWLYLWLHV
18 Melbourne Grove, East Dulwich SE22 8RA
Tel: 020 8693 4145 Fax: 020 8299 0326 Email: saj@kajeffries.co.uk
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Art

A sculptor focused on local projects

S

hould you happen to be going
to Nunhead station you will
pass below an arch that
resembles an album, wide open to
depict, in stainless steel, a country
railway evoking an earlier Southwark;
it is in fact the view from the platform
copied from the artist’s own painting
(http://randyklein.co.uk/). Installed in
2009, it kick-started a gradual
landscaping of this station approach.
It is characteristic of the
impressive work of Randy Klein,
who is originally from New York. He
is currently focused on local projects,
one for private clients, another for a
charity appeal and others for gallery
exhibition, principally GX Gallery
(see: CQ No.183).
Randy emphasizes the particular
collaborative nature of almost all his
work from design to accomplishment.
His sculptures for public spaces
require many skills and, he says,
much patience. He’s been responsible
for structures worldwide, particularly
in the UK, (several in regeneration
areas in Southwark), and in Italy,
notably “The Angel of Poetry” at
Biblioteca Classense, Ravenna. He’s
exhibited in New York, Paris, Los
Angeles, Canada, besides
Camberwell.
Years ago he spoke to me about
how the Assyrians and Greeks
painted their sculpture. He follows
their tradition with “patination”, a
working of colour (paint made of
crushed glass – white, black and
green) on different metals, probably
stainless steel or aluminium, both
rustproof. This is done involving
serigraphy (silk screen). The object is
fired to a high temperature. The
colour withstands all elements.
When, however, the casting is in
bronze the patina will change
naturally without intervention.
“Aspire” (see front cover) was
his commission from Thames Reach,
the Homeless Charity when, five
years ago, it was developing its new
Employment Academy at 29 Peckham
Road. The work exemplifies Randy’s
fidelity to the play of light on colour
and his talent to be both collaborative
and inspirational. Of three figures,
one represents nature and horticulture,
the second community and office

The arch at Nunhead station, installed in 2009, was the start of the gradual
landscaping of the station approach

A multi-branched Tribute Tree raises money for St Christopher’s Hospice in
Sydenham.This is the second such tree: the first raised more than £1million
work, the third, with its blue wheel,
references engineering. Ascending
the original old Edwardian staircase
brought out from the Grade II Listed
building, the figures progress to the
summit of this 22ft high sculpture
that weighs seven tons. Fourteen
previously homeless clients of the
charity attended training workshops
at the London Engineering Company
while working with the artist on all
aspects from the design to its
manufacture from forged steel and
cast iron. The piece became the focal
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point of the narrow external
courtyard, offering an inspiration to
the clients arriving to benefit from
the services of the Academy. The
entire building project had resulted
from a competition; on completion it
won an award.
To help raise money for St
Christopher’s in Sydenham he’s
making a second “Tribute Tree”. A
strikingly beautiful, multi-branched
tree, patinated in natural wood tones,
which will receive, in time, more and
more leaves of a special gold patina,
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paid for by the generosity of the
donors.
http://randyklein.co.uk/index.php/trib
ute-tree/.The first tree raised over
£1million for the hospice.
Another project is a three
dimensional metal work for clients in
Stories Mews.
As well as working alongside
artists and the commissioning groups
for estates, recreational spaces and
nurseries, he allies himself with those
youngsters who will be frequenting
his outdoor stainless steel sculptures.
At one Southwark school the children
knew this imaginative artist as
“Parasol Man”. He would have asked
the children at the school to draw
pictures to be included in the design,
whether for their school gate, a
playground or park. Furthermore, he
has held bookmaking workshops and
taught sculpture.
He began his journey with book
making, an art which is especially
dear to him; inventive picture books
made of paper and silkscreen
drawings. Several are
semi-autobiographical: the district
museum of his birthplace, Brooklyn,
has a copy of a pictorial narrative of
his trip around Coney Island as a
youngster where he got lost. An early
book is the life of a New York cab
driver, his job while studying at the
Art Students League. He examines
man’s attempt to control nature in
“Florida”.
His first European artist book,
for which he collaborated with Italian
colleagues, interprets “Moments” in
Dante’s Divina Commedia with
quotations and a suite of prints. He
proudly shows a few more
examples: such limited editions are
held by the Tate, British Library,
V & A and other archives. They are
a window on his life. His aim has
been to give pleasure, retinal and
tactile, to transcend and transform
into art, metaphor, myth, the
everyday inner city and country life
and its properties whether cars, trees,
whatever – “the Mortal Comedy”.
Everyman, and also Handyman. Of
this particular medium that he terms
“sculpting in paper” he says: “Books!
- the most impracticable thing an
artist can make.”

Paterson Park Parasol: Randy Klein is pictured with two of the students who
worked on the project. The project was commissioned by Southwark Council
A favoured quote: ”working with
one’s hands is working with one’s
mind”.
While he varies his materials and
techniques (enamel on aluminium,
brass, relief bronze, copper, stainless
steel, paint, video), he thinks less
about the medium than he does, from
the inception, about the idea or
“meme”. He maintains a fluid
approach and the modular structure
that emerges gives continuity to the
narrative. Separate parts are placed
together to tell a story. A written
sentence is modular in so far as it is a
series of letters connected to form
context.
By the long road Randy Klein
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has taken, he has explored dynamism
(as opposed to stasis) in sculpture –
“movement within the composition”;
this applies as much to each
individual piece as to the succession
or line of his quite androgynous
figures, sometimes dancing, carrying
something, or acrobatic, that will
connect either literally or figuratively
in his unique form of three
dimensional narration. For example,
in his smaller sculptures the bronze
figures connect, forming a continuum
welded to a “plank” of steel adaptable
to any space (designed by an Italian
architect); one modular series
Continued on next page
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A sculptor focused on local projects

Continued from previous page

Randy’s series of individual letter forms explores the whole nature of the
alphabet. Here we show C and Q (for Camberwell Quarterly!)
(“Moment to Moment- A Pilgrimage)
toured several English cathedrals,
including Rochester and Chichester
http://www.chichestercathedral.org.u
k/whats-on/moment-to-moment-a-pilgrimage.shtml)
http://randyklein.co.uk/index.php/mo
ment-to-moment/
Yet each figure is accessible as
individual sculptures, a good fit for
any room.
Essentially, words and letters are
as important as drawing to any

subsequent visualization. His 1990s
series of individual letter forms
exploring the whole nature of the
alphabet – wax sketches then made
into forged steel pieces eminently
collectible – were described by the
art critic John Russell Taylor as “the
play of a highly cultivated mind over
the possibilities.”
Influenced by Dante, Mozart and
Italian opera, he looks for contrast
and beauty disguising intricacy. His
portfolio to date constitutes a witty

journey of great creativity and
inspirational, dedicated work.
Randy is married to Jenny, a
school principal and they have two
daughters, Eva and Sarah. Italy is
their second home – he is bilingual
and his most recent exhibition
originated in Lecce, Apulia.
Operatic is a word aptly applied
to some of his bigger sculptures
where the spaces within the outline
of a piece prompt the viewer to be
drawn in, and to wonder inwardly
and spiritually; one large figure will
have several within it, or even simply
text, suggesting the poetry within us,
or the complexity of a person, say,
from an inner city who will carry
around with them the images and
experience of a familiar countryside
or childhood place: a truth clearly
understood by an artist living far
away from the place of his birth.
He is prolific and highly
energetic; successful by any standards.
I interviewed him 30 years ago a few
years after he’d settled in Europe;
what strikes me is how so many ideas
that he was exploring so intensely
then have flourished and matured.
Cathy Brooks-Baker

For local sales and lettings expertise...

East Dulwich 020 8299 3021
Nunhead 020 3206 3063
roybrooks.co.uk

...call Roy Brooks!
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Architecture

Architectural award for Grove Lane property

T

he building at 4A-6 Grove
Lane, now familiar as the Hill
Bakery, has been awarded the
Georgian Group’s Giles Worsley
Prize for the best new building in a
Georgian context.
Regular Quarterly readers will
know that for more than 30 years
Nicholas Roskill campaigned for
something to be done about 4A-6
Grove Lane and the property’s
progression from dereliction to its
present glory has been regularly
reported by him.
The Georgian Society, on
awarding the prize, had this to say:
“4A-6 Grove Lane, Southwark also
involves the knitting back of lost and
degraded fabric, in this instance
adding in a little joie de vivre while
remaining convincing in its detailing.
Many fractured sites like this in
London have been blighted by
third-rate residential architecture,
but here the result is absolutely
harmonious and convincing. Much
of that comes from a genuine

The ground floor of 4A-6 Grove Lane is now home to the Hill Bakery
understanding and appreciation of
context. Some of it comes from
attention to detail, for example in the
use of deep reveals, crown glass,
reclaimed bricks and lime mortar.
The result is a highly enjoyable and
uplifting intervention.”
Hill Bakery opened in the new

building some six months ago. Its
speciality is delicious sourdough
bread, made on the premises by
Adam Newey. It also has an
expanding deli selection that now
includes wine.
4A-6 Grove Lane is joint winner with
47 Canonbury Square, Islington.

Looks familiar?

This what the busy intersection at the bottom of Denmark Hill used to look like. CQ would like to know when it was
taken. Can you help? Judging by the tramlines, it was probably just as busy then as it is now
188.13

History

Thomas Kingsbury, the chimney sweep of Tiger Yard

T

homas Kingsbury was
baptised in St Giles’ Church
on 6 July 1828. His father was
a chimney sweep, and so too were
some of his brothers and, later on,
a couple of his sons. He lived at
various addresses in Camberwell, at
first working for his father, but the
Post Office Directory for 1865 shows
that he was now trading on his own
account from Tiger Yard, and he went
on to live there for most of the rest of
his life.
His first wife died in 1862, and
in 1878 he married again. He
described the circumstances of his
second marriage at the Old Bailey
where, on 12 January 1880, he was
a witness in the trial of Mary Ann
Rayner for bigamy:
I live at Camberwell, and I am a
chimney-sweep – I became
acquainted with the defendant in the
middle of April, 1878 – she came to
visit my daughter, and then I met her
at Gospel Hall, New Cut, and we
kept company for a fortnight, and
were then married at the Registry
Office, Camberwell, on the 2nd May
– she represented herself to be a
widow, and gave me a letter and a
memorial card – this is the letter
(Read: “Madam, I take the liberty of
informing you that Mr Thomas

Rayner, your husband, is dead, and
was interred at Wakefield Cemetery.
I obtained your address from a letter
which was found upon him. Yours
sincerely, J.W.E.” (The memorial
card represented that Rayner died in
October 1876) – I was satisfied with
that letter – about a month after the
marriage I became aware of Rayner
being alive, and I said to the
defendant, “You had better leave me,
Mary, and go and get a place as soon
as possible,” because I didn’t want to
have my character disgraced – she
said she would as soon as possible –
I have since seen Rayner.
He added:
I continued to live with the defendant
till December last, begging her day
by day to go away and get a place – I
gave her into custody; I could not get
rid of her – she broke my windows,
and broke my door down, and
smashed my place up – I am not
aware of a summons being out
against my son and myself for
detaining her goods – she would say
anything – I delivered up her money
to her, £140 – she says I owe her £12.
Mary Ann Rayner was arrested
in Tiger Yard on 10 December 1879.
She was found guilty and sentenced
to three months’ imprisonment,
which she served in Newgate prison.

Evidently this experience didn’t
put Thomas off matrimony, because
on 19 August 1880 he was married in
St Peter’s Walworth to a widow who
was some 20 years his junior.
Possibly the marriage wasn’t a
success; when the census was taken
in 1881 she was living with him and
with one of his sons by his first
marriage, but in the censuses of 1891
and 1901 she was absent, though
Thomas was described as a married
man and not a widower.
Tiger Yard was tucked away
behind The Tiger Tavern, and was
larger than the space we see there
today. The census returns give us a
snapshot of what life there was like.
The 1901 census taken on 31 March
lists 18 dwellings, each with two
rooms, in which lived a total of 97
adults and children. A typical
household consisted of a man
occupied as a labourer, a wife who
was usually not described as having
an occupation, and up to five
children of whom the eldest were
likely to be working as labourers,
domestic servants or laundry maids.
However there were exceptions: five
households were headed by a man or
woman described as married but
whose spouse was not present
(Thomas Kingsbury was one of
these), and another contained a

At home in Camberwell

East Dulwich 020 8299 3021
Nunhead 020 3206 3063
roybrooks.co.uk
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married daughter whose husband was
absent. One household consisted of a
man, his wife, four children of school
age and his widowed mother; another
couple lived not only with three
young children but also a boarder;
one of the households with an absent
father had seven children, the three
eldest of whom were working. No 8
must have been comparatively
tranquil – it was occupied by a
bricklayer’s labourer living alone
with his wife.
An exception to the general
pattern was that Nos 1 and 2, which
were closest to the entrance from
Denmark Hill, were treated by the
census as a single dwelling with four
rooms. This dwelling contained two
households, one of which consisted
of Thomas Kingsbury living alone
and the other of an apparently
unrelated married couple with four
children, one of them an adult. There
is no indication of how the living
space was divided, but possibly
Thomas lived in one room and the
other family in three.
I expect we all watched the
BBC2 programme about Camberwell
Grove, in the series “The Secret
History of our Streets”. The series
took as its starting point Charles
Booth’s Inquiry into Life and Labour
in London (1806-1903). The first
stage of the Inquiry was a Poverty
Map drawn up in 1889 and based on
information supplied by School
Board visitors. Streets were
colour-coded to show seven degrees
between the upper classes and “the
lowest class”. Ten years later the
map was reviewed by a team of
investigators who accompanied
policemen on their beats and
considered whether the original

Thomas Kingsbury’s house, “strangely and wonderfully decorated with oyster
and other shells” could still be seen when this picture was taken in 1934

Photo courtesy of Local History Library

classification still held good.
For the most part Camberwell
Grove was coloured yellow or red on
the map: that is, “Upper-middle and
Upper classes. Wealthy” and “Middle
class. Well-to-do”. This is much as
we would expect, given the houses
that we see today. But of course there
was another Camberwell, and Tiger
Yard was one of a cluster of streets
round the foot of Denmark Hill
which in 1889 had been coloured
dark blue. This designated the second
category from the bottom: “Very
poor. Casual. Chronic Want.” These
streets were visited on 3 October
1899 by “E.A.” and Police Constable
Young. This is what E.A reported:
Tiger Yard still exists, and, with the
exception of the house at the west
end, is dark blue as map. This house
is occupied by a chimney sweep, an
old man who “has enough to live on”
and is the plutocrat of the yard. His
house-front is strangely and
wonderfully decorated with oyster
and other shells, and before the
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house, encroaching, I imagine on
the public land, he has made little
grottoes. It is all very barbarous and
very effective, and the house might
with propriety be honoured with a
touch of pink. The old man is very
proud of his handiwork.
This chimney sweep was of
course Thomas Kingsbury.
Thomas died in Tiger Yard on 1
July 1904, leaving effects valued at
£158 7s 4d. And he left another
legacy. Unfortunately it hasn’t
survived until the present day but we
can see it in photographs of Tiger
Yard which were taken in 1934, and
which are now in the collection of
the Local History Library. One of
them, reproduced here, looks down
the Yard from the Denmark Hill
entrance. On the wall to the left of
the entrance the shells with which
Thomas Kingsbury decorated his
home can still be seen.
Carole Mason

News and Views

Far off happy days

I

was a curate at St Giles’ Church
from 1961 to 1967 and greatly
enjoyed living and working in
Camberwell. It was my good fortune
to have had as my vicar that great
visionary priest, John Nicholls, who
dreamed and founded the St Giles’
Centre and the Parish Complex and
Youth Centre. I had the privilege of
preaching at his memorial service
and I remember describing him as a
fine “incarnation and resurrection
priest – a Christmas man and an
Easter Man”.
Crowds in Camberwell Church
Street
One occasion there was a funeral of a
well-known boxer whose tribute was
being offered by a young variety
performer named Bruce Forsyth.
Horror of horrors that such a person
should mount the pulpit in St Giles
said some! He was brilliant and I
learnt a lot – he had and still has that
remarkable ability to link with
people. The vast crowds attending
the funeral completely blocked
Church Street.
Another time the street was
blocked was when Acker Bilk
opened the church fete and he went
up and down Church Street playing
his “music magic clarinet” from the
back of a lorry.
Crowds turned out to welcome
King Hussein of Jordon and his
English wife who visited the then
newly opened Crypt in St Giles.
Again large crowds flowed down
Church Street.
One of the happiest of crowds,
was I think 1963, when the West
Indies won the Test Match at the
Oval – the vast crowd surging from
The Oval down Church Street on to
Peckham was great.
Some people
As the junior curate I had to compile

the parish magazine and see it was
published on time. I wrote a “filler”
commending the then new teaching
methods of John and Fanny
Craddock. They did so much to
improve our culinary habits. One
thing led to another and they
supported fund-raising events for The
Crypt. They gave one of their famous
cookery demonstrations in the old
Church Hall in Benhill Road. I was
their “pot washer” for the evening...
I shall never forget the “lovely mess”
behind the furs and wraps she wore
while demonstrating various dishes.
Just one further memory and that
is of the number of single elderly
ladies who missed out on marriage
because of the shortage of men after
the First World War. They lived on
their own in rooms in roads like
Graces Road and Maude Road. They
welcomed and lived alongside the
West Indian communities that came
to this country in the late 50s and
early 60s. Miss Wagstaff, Miss
Coulson and all the others – they
were great and very welcoming.
I must especially mention Miss
Edith Coulson who wrote the Church
Marriage Registers for over 40 years.
When she did retire, the Registrar
checked back and could not find a
single mistake or correction over all
those years.
We had a number of weddings on
30th July 1966, when England won
the World Cup, and it was very
difficult getting people into church
for the service. The problem was
partially resolved by bringing a large
wireless into the vestry and posting a
couple of choir boys (one was named
Churchill, and I wonder where he is
now). Every time there was a goal we
updated the congregation. I wonder
when we will next win the football
World Cup?
Chris Abbott
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In brief
Volunteers wanted
for literacy project

B

eanstalk is a charity that tackles
the problem of childhood
illiteracy by training people to
become Reading Helpers in their
local primary schools. It works
across London and is aiming to
expand in Camberwell. To that end it
is looking for volunteers to help.
Boys in Southwark are falling
further behind their peers more than
in almost any other borough and
Beanstalk hopes that with your help
it can change that for good.
If you would like to volunteer
with this worthwhile charity please
contact Rachel Ellis, Beanstalk
Volunteer Support Worker. Email:
rachel.ellis@beanstalkcharity.org.uk
Mobile: 07972926329
Direct line: 020 8349 8094 and
020 8349 8095

Where was this
cricket ground?

R

ob Easterway has written to say
that he has just read a book,
Peter Pan’s First XI, about JM
Barrie, who ran a celebrity author
cricket team at the end of the 19th
century. According to the book, his
team, which featured players such as
PG Wodehouse and Arthur Conan
Doyle, twice played matches at a
ground in Denmark Hill.
Rob would like to know where
this ground was. Might it have been
the ground on Dog Kennel Hill next
to Dulwich Hamlet? But why would
they call that Denmark Hill? Where
else could it have been?

Planning

The Society comments on recent planning applications

T

he Society looks at all
planning applications within
the SE5 area and others
which are significant to our area of
interest. We advise the relevant
planning authority that we object,
support or have no objection to an
application. Owing to the limited
space in the Quarterly, we are only
able to print a selection of these.
Note: The Society objects on all
counts to the proposal to use UPVC
windows and doors. These are
non-sustainable and will result in
crude fenestration.
1 Abercorn Villas, County Grove,
SE5
Erection of ground floor side
extension; new roof terrace on top of
existing garage; new roof garden on
top of new extension; and new glass
window box.
This is a resubmission to provide a
ground floor side extension
occupying much of the triangular
side garden to this Georgian style
semi-detached house built within the
last 20 years. There is a minimal rear
garden yard following the angled
boundary, so the extension would
minimize usable garden at ground
level into three small pockets. The
proposal is for stairs up behind the
front boundary wall to use the top of
the new extension as a roof garden
with screens round set in from the
edge. Whether anyone would use this
garden, on view from the street and
properties to the rear, is questionable.
On the basis of the impact on the
adjoining properties and poor
amenity space for a substantial
semidetached house, the Society
objects to the proposal.
Development at the side of 1A
Beaulieu Close, SE5
Construction of a new four-bedroom
house on woodland.
The proposed construction is not in
keeping with the neighbouring
buildings and is on pretty woodland,
therefore the Society is sympathetic
to the concerns of residents on the
loss of amenity. The site may be
subject to a covenant in favour of
owners of surrounding properties
which prevents any building: this

may not be fully appreciated by the
owner. Although Planning Permission
can be granted in respect of land
which is not in the ownership of the
applicant, in this special case it
would appear that local residents are
being deprived of their amenity. Our
view is that before the application is
considered, the applicant (and perhaps
owners of other properties in Beaulieu
Close) should be asked to prove the
status of the land by the production
of Land Registry certificates showing
the absence or otherwise of a
Covenant. The Society also suggests
that the applicant be required to
re-submit proposals for a less
imposing structure with an improved
design and more accurate drawings.
The Society rejects the proposed
construction.
130 Benhill Road, SE5
Erection of L-shaped single storey
rear and side infill extension; and
mansard roof extension, to include
raising the parapet walls.
Although not in a Conservation Area,
the Society objects to the proposed
development for its overbearing
volume at roof level and inappropriate
scale at ground floor level. Also, the
Society objects to the application
drawings as they stand for their lack
of dimension lines on all drawings,
which makes the proposal very
difficult to read considering this is a
re-submission. It feels the applicant
has not taken into account any of the
previous planning comments.
Land rear of 211 Camberwell New
Road, SE5
Construction of a three-storey
two-bedroom dwelling house.
The proposed new house is in the
garden of a Grade 2 listed house
which fronts Camberwell New Road.
The new house fronts onto a service
access road with garages on it. While
the proposed new house is neatly
planned, the chosen site is too small
to accommodate it. The rooms are
cramped with very limited aspect to
the front or rear, and the amount of
amenity space left for both the main
house and the new house is
inadequate. The Society objects to
this application.
188.17

104-106 Coldharbour Lane, SE5
Loft conversion involving the erection
of a mansard roof with rear extension
to form a third-floor level to provide
two two-bedroom self-contained flats
with the replacement of two windows
at roof level.
The Society objects to this proposed
design which includes changes to the
front and side of the building at
third-floor level. These proposed
changes are geared towards
maximising new internal space at
third-floor level, but give little
aesthetic consideration to the roof
level of this group of matching
buildings.
159 Grove Lane, SE5
Erection of a first floor rear extension;
shallow dome with roof light above
stairwell within existing roof structure;
conversion and extension of existing
shed into a new room to rear of
house at ground floor level.
This is a less intrusive version of a
proposal submitted in 2015 to which
the Society had objected on the
grounds that its impact on the shape
of the main house roof was an
unsympathetic intrusion. The present
proposal is more modest, consisting
of a glazed dome over the centrally
placed oval staircase, in the lee of the
flat roof of the first floor front room,
and a circular shower room extension
tucked under the eaves of the rear of
the back addition. These interventions
should add to the amenity of the
house without interfering with its
historic character. The Society
welcomes this proposal.
Land Between 56 and 58
Knatchbull Road, SE5
Erection of a one-storey building
together with a basement level, to
provide a new residential dwelling
(Use class C3)
This a resubmission of the proposal
for an infill new build at ground floor
and basement between the two
properties. Nos 54-56 (11 flats) is the
host property. No 58 is a single family
dwelling without a basement. The

Continued on next page
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Kate Crawley: an appreciation

K

athleen Margaret (Kate)
Crawley was born in
Lambeth in 1923.When
her brother Derek was born and she
was about three years old, the family
moved to Grove Hill Road,
Camberwell. Her father became a
senior civil servant, first in the
Ministry of Labour and, during
World War II, the Board of Trade.
She had a happy childhood,
going first to Bellenden Junior
School and later, on a scholarship,
to Mary Datchelor. The school was
evacuated in the War to South Wales,
where she became head girl. From
there she won a further scholarship to
RADA in 1941, Richard Attenborough
being among her contemporaries.
Winning awards and medals at
RADA, Kate joined ENSA, set up
to entertain the troops in the War,
enduring some “hardship” digs as
she moved around the UK. Once
demobbed she moved into repertory;
her happiest memories were of being
in the lead roles, in particular at the
Oxford Playhouse, where social life
provided many friends who became
well known later in public life. They
were exciting times and Kate joined
a group from which actors performed
in the West End. From there she met
Hazel Vincent Wallace, who created
the Leatherhead Theatre Club. Hazel
VW has written to say that Kate gave
outstanding performances and had a
remarkable talent.
However, while “temping” in
London between roles, Kate was

Planning comments
proposed house excavates a basement
immediately alongside in this narrow
gap (garage width). The proposed
dwelling claims to be no higher than
the existing fence in the gap but is a
building extending both forward and
backwards in line with the rear of
54-56 and beyond the rear on 58. The
narrow width of the proposed rooms
would make unsatisfactory living
accommodation and sinking a
basement to achieve this, taken
together with the effect on No 58, is
unacceptable. The drawings do not

Kate Crawley
offered a job in the office of the
Prime Minister of Southern Rhodesia
(now Zimbabwe). There she spent
five happy years, including driving
across a large part of Africa. Her
family think she might well have
stayed had not her mother died in
1962.
Returning to the UK, Kate joined
the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office, spending six years abroad,
first working in Burma, where Joanna
Smith recalls her lively
production of “The Merry Wives
of Windsor” in the British Council
garden in Rangoon, in Moscow
where legend has it that a Russian
diplomat drank champagne from
her slipper, and in Uganda, where
an adventurous safari trip involved

Katie pushing the car out of the mud...
Later, in the UK she resumed her
theatre connection by working for a
theatrical agent, bringing the bonus
of seeing, over 20 years, almost
everything produced in the West End.
In retirement Kate became an
Assistant Secretary of the
Camberwell Society. A friend, Pierre
Robert, asserts that she knew all
there was to know about Camberwell
itself, once astonishing a Japanese
tourist with her knowledge of a poet
from that country who had lived on
the site of her house (in Flodden
Road) before World War II! She
was also actively involved with the
Imperial War Museum.
Kate Crawley, an elegant lady
of acute and lively mind, lived a full
life, filled with many adventures.
Tributes which flowed in from all
over the world when she died testify
to her gift for making lifelong,
treasured friendships at home and
overseas. Hers was a gifted,
independent spirit and this carried
her through to a peaceful end.
She died in King’s College
Hospital on 4 January, 2016. Her
funeral at St Giles Camberwell,
where she was a regular worshipper,
was taken by Father Nicholas George
on 2 February. Some of Kate’s
lifelong friends, including Hazel
Vincent Wallace and Joanna Smith,
were there, together with her brother
Derek and Morag, his wife.
Julia Roskill

continued from previous page
show the section through the proposed
house in relation to the side elevation
of No 58 – existing and proposed
elevations/section should have been
included. The Society objects to the
proposal.
15 Sunset Road, SE5
Conversion of existing single
dwelling house to provide two
self-contained flats, together with
the erection of a ground floor single
storey side extension to the front
elevation to create a new entrance,
188.18

along with the erection of
refuse/recycling store and cycle store
in the front amenity space.
This is a straightforward conversion
with little external change to create
two adequately sized flats. The only
alterations are a single storey to the
side; extending the side utility room
to the rear become a bedroom in the
conversion, and forward to become a
bathroom and entrance porch but set
well back from the main front
façade. The Society does not object
to this application.

Directory
Chartered Accountants
K A Jeffries & Company p9
Estate Agents
Roy Brooks p12 & p14
Garden Centre
Dulwich Pot & Plant
Garden p5

20 8693 4145
020 8299 3021

020 7733 3697

Home Refurbishment & Renovaton
Joshua Thelwell p9
020 7450 0919
Local Information
South London Guide. Website on all aspects of
South London, including shops, services and

property. www.southlondonguide.co.uk
Newsagents
R K News p16

020 7703 2784

Packaging Materials
J Hunnex & Sons Ltd p5

020 7703 3439

Pilates
Artichoke Pilates Studio p15

020 7358 5454

Stained Glass
Stained Glass Windows p8

07791 620011

Upholstery
A V Fowlds p19

020 7703 2686

Correction

On page 8 of CQ 187 (URC development) the
caption under the top picture said that the first
proposed Grove Lane elevation was “revised
in 2010.” This should have read “refused.

To advertise
in the Quarterly
please contact the Editor,
Contact details below.

CAMBERWELL SOCIETY
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE
OFFICERS
President:
Jeremy Bennett
30 Grove Lane SE5 8ST

020 7703 9971

Chairman:
Nick Holt
020 7501 9941
204 Camberwell Grove SE5 8RJ
Vice-Chair:
Alex Blacknell
48 Grove Lane SE5 8ST

020 7277 4041

Secretary:
Robert Wainwright
55 Grove Lane SE5 8SP

07775 858765

Assistant Secretary:
Paola Totaro
55 Grove Lane SE5 8SP

07789 606062

Treasurer:
Kim Blackwell
020 7703 9170
78 Camberwell Grove SE5 8RF
Assistant Treasurer:
Liz Allen
020 7703 9170
78 Camberwell Grove SE5 8RF
COMMITTEE

CONTRIBUTE TO THE
QUARTERLY!
Articles, letters, photographs and other
contributions are always welcome.
Contact the Editor, Margaret Powley-Baker,
on 020 7701 4417
or via email to
mpowleybaker@gmail.com

Liz Cook
Membership

07973 760529

Ricardo Folgado
Traffic

07768 291694

Tim Gaymer
Planning

020 7737 1059

Nick Mair

07557 868 1591

Barbara Pattinson
020 7274 8045
SE5 Forum & Community Liaison
Margaret Powley-Baker
020 7701 4417
Editor – Camberwell Quarterly
Nicholas Roskill
Licensing

020 7703 4736

OTHER CONTACTS

Join the Camberwell Society
There are three categories of subscription:
! Household (up to five people at the same address) – £15 a year
! Individual – £8 a year

LOCAL HISTORY:
email:
localhistory@camberwellsociety.org.uk
MEMBERSHIP:
Annual membership costs £15 (household)
£8 (individual) or £3 (concessionary)
Membership form available online:
www.camberwellsociety.org.uk
PLANNING:
email: planning@camberwellsociety.org.uk

! Concessionary – £3 a year
To join, please see our website www.camberwellsociety.org.uk
for an application form and Standing Order Mandate.
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The Camberwell Society is the recognised
amenity society for those living, working or
interested in Camberwell.
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