St Giles Churchyard Tree Trail

The St Giles Church we see today was built after the previous church burned down in 1841. This striking
building with its impressive spire was designed by the famous Victorian architect Sir George Gilbert-Scott
(Albert Memorial and the Midland Hotel at St Pancras Station). The rebuilt church was consecrated in 1844.
Work began to convert St Giles Churchyard to a public space in 1938.
The tree trail route starts in the north east corner of the Churchyard by the Wilson Road entrance and
continues clockwise.
1
Silver Wattle or Mimosa (Acacia dealbata) is a species of flowering plant native to Australia and
widely introduced in Mediterranean, warm, temperate and highland tropical landscapes. The flowers are
produced in large clusters of bright yellow flower heads in early spring. The fruit is a flattened pod containing
several seeds. Trees generally do not live longer than 30 to 40 years. Flowers and tip shoots are harvested for
use as cut flowers. In Italy, Albania, Russia and Georgia these very fragrant flowers are frequently given to
women on International Women's Day.

2
Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) The Horse Chestnut originated in North Greece and
Albania and was widely planted after introduction to Britain in 1616. They can grow to 40 metres and live for
300 years. They have easily recognisable leaves - 5–7 toothed leaflets spreading from a central stem. The
flower spikes (white flowers each with a pink spot) appear in April or May. Sadly Horse Chestnuts are afflicted
by both the larva of a leaf-mining moth which from mid-July causes the leaves to wilt and die and a fungal
infection known as bleeding canker which can be fatal. Horse Chestnuts remain very popular trees,
particularly for the vast numbers of conkers that appear in the autumn.

3
Red Oak (Quercus rubra) a large oak tree; note the very large leaves often 20 cm long and small
acorns of about 2 cm which take 2 years to ripen. Oaks normally do not fruit for the first 20 years and do not
produce acorns for another 20 years. Red Oaks are native to North America, but have been planted in Britain
for 300 years.

4
Common Limes (Tilia x europaea) are a hybrid of the Large and Small-leaved Limes, the most
frequently planted Limes for the last 300 years. Lime trees often have very many shoots growing from the
base, (epicormic growth), which should be pruned regularly for the health of the tree.
Common Limes at the sides of the Chuchyard have been reduced in height which has resulted in foliage
covering the whole trunk and loss of their graceful shape. It is possible that these pollarded limes are from the
original Churchyard layout, as shown on old maps; Southwark Council have several marked as historical assets.
5
Large-leaved lime (Tilia platyphyllos) This broadleaf tree is a valuable home for wildlife and is the
rarest of our native limes. The bark is darker and smoother than the small-leaved lime, but develops flaky
plates with age. Twigs are grey-green in the shade but may look reddish in sunlight. Unlike the Small-Leaved
Lime, the Large-Leaved Lime does not produce suckers from the base of the trunk. The fragrant Lime flowers
(June and July) provide pollen for insects, particularly bees which also drink the sticky aphid honeydew which
is deposited on the leaves - and anything below. Lime wood is used to make musical instruments.

6
London Plane (Platanus x hispanica) The London Plane, London’s most common tree species, has
peeling bark that is a useful way of ridding the tree of dust and soot deposits; because of this they are much
planted in London streets and parks where they can tolerate high pollution levels. The bark is scaly; the leaves
are large, thick and maple-like. London Planes are easy to spot not only by their distinctive bark but also by
their spherical, furry looking fruit. These 3 cm balls of hairy seeds stay on the tree throughout winter and
break up in the spring.
London Plane is a hybrid of the American Sycamore and the Oriental Plane. As a hybrid it is more vigorous
than either parent and can grow to 35 metres and live more than 500 years. The oldest plane trees in London
are 320 years old. The German camouflage pattern ‘Platanenmuster’ (plane tree pattern), designed in 1937–
1942 by Johann Georg Otto Schick, was the first dotted camouflage pattern.

7
Common Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) Common in most hedgerows it can grow to 8 metres high.
Known also as a May-tree, the month it flowers, it is slow growing but very long-lived. It has small deeply
lobed leaves, twigs with sharp thorns, scented white flowers and red berries (haws) with one pip. The
Common Hawthorn is a native British tree - defined as a species that was present in Britain when the rise in
sea level divided Britain from mainland Europe with the formation of the English Channel (around 10,000 years
ago). In Celtic legends ‘the faery thorn’ was a meeting place for fairies and was the opening into the other
world. Britain’s most famous hawthorn is the Holy Thorn of Glastonbury. A key wildlife tree, providing food
for many species of moth and butterfly; fortunately it is considered bad luck to cut down a hawthorn.

8
Japanese Plum Yew (Cephalotaxus harringtonia ‘Fastigiata’) This specimen was planted in 2019 as
part of the Queens Commonwealth Canopy. It’s attractive evergreen foliage has more or less vertical stems
bunched together into a columnar form. Native to Japan, China and Korea, is a slow-growing but is expected to
grow 3 - 7 metres in height. Japanese plum yew has been in cultivation in Europe since 1829, named in
honour of Charles Stanhope, 4th Earl of Harrington, one of the first to grow the plant in a European garden.

9
Crab Apple (John Downie) (Malus sylvestris) is also a native British tree and one of the ancestors of
the cultivated apple. It can live to up to 100 years; mature trees grow to around 10m in height. They have a
wide spreading canopy and a ‘crabbed’ appearance because of gnarled and twisted twigs. The flowers (MayJune) are sweetly scented and are pollinated by bees and other insects. Birds and mammals eat the fruit
which is flushed red. The fruit can be used to make an exquisite, pink coloured jelly. Crab apples are
traditionally associated with love and marriage.

10
Honey Locust (Gleditsia triacanthos) also known as Thorny Locust, is a popular ornamental tree. The
tree will usually grow up to about 21 metres. Its long compound leaves are divided into many as leaflets, each
of which is about 25 mm long. Small greenish white flowers are borne in clusters in the leaf axils in midsummer. The fruit is a reddish-brown flattened pod, up to 45 cm long. Thornless varieties are common city
trees, valued for their slender growth habit, light and lacy filtered shade.

11
Norway Maple (Acer platanoides) grows to 20–30 metres tall with a trunk up to 1.5 metres in
diameter. The bark is grey-brown and shallowly grooved.
It is planted for its shade and hardiness and because of this and other negative factors, the Norway maple is
sometimes regarded as a "Bad Tree," as the large canopy of sun-blocking foliage of this particular maple can
prevent other growth beneath it.
However, its rich yellow leaves in autumn and beautiful yellow flowers in the spring redeem it.

12
English Oak (Quercus robur) this tree is quite young, but could grow to 45 metres. Also known as
Pedunculate Oak or Common Oak, it and the Sessile Oak are the only native British oaks. It has grey bark in
knobbly ridges, the leaves have irregular deep lobes and the spreading branches will make a broad crown. The
fruit (acorns) are on a long stalk called a peduncle and are often paired. One tree can produce about 25
million acorns in its lifetime. It takes 40 years before an oak tree produces its’ first acorns and about 120 years
before peak productivity. The English Oak supports more life than any other native tree in Britain - over 280
species of insects and birds. It is our national tree thanks to its extraordinary height, age and legendary
strength. Oak trees have been here for much longer than humans, with remnants of the trees dating back
about 300,000 years. They are still the most common trees in our shrinking woodlands. From at least the
sixteenth century, and until the nineteenth, English Oaks were in high demand by ship builders, each ship
commissioned by Drake and Nelson used the wood from around 2,500 trees.

13
Norway Purple Maple Crimson King (Acer platanoides) lives 60 – 100 years. The dense foliage means
it is difficult for grass to grow under the tree and the shallow fibrous root system can choke and kill the parent
tree. It is not a very strong wood and is used for furniture, flooring and musical instruments.

14
Black Walnut (Juglans nigra) lives for about 100 years and grows to about 35 metres. The tree gets its
name from its dark, heavily ridged bark which occurs even when it is still young. Leaves are pinnate. It was
introduced to Europe in 1629. In Britain it thrives best in warmer regions towards the south, preferring fertile,
lowland soil and plenty of light.
Black walnut releases chemicals from its roots and other tissues that harm other organisms and give the tree a
competitive advantage.
It is highly prized for its dark-coloured, straight grained, true heartwood. It is heavy, strong, and shock
resistant but can be easily split and worked. As well as its uses for furniture and flooring there are many
medicinal uses for every part of the tree, including as a mosquito repellent.

15
Common Walnut (Juglans regia) Walnut trees can live 100 - 150 years and are grown both for lumber
and food, - many cultivars have been developed for improved quality wood or nuts. The leaves have a unique
smell rather like boot polish.

16
Tulip Tree (Liriodendron tulipfera) This fast-growing specimen, a species originally imported into
British parks and gardens from North America is part of the Magnolia family. A very tall and shapely tree
often growing to 35 metres, living 100-200 years, it has a straight trunk, rich green foliage and remarkable
large tulip-shaped leaves. In the summer it has wonderful large cream flowers which produce large quantities
of nectar. The unusual tulip-shaped leaves turn butter yellow in autumn. The wood is used in the making of
church organs.

17
Oriental Plane (Platanus orientalis) This remarkably contorted Oriental Plane tree has a low trunk that
splits into two large limbs and represents a species related to the London Plane originally found in the Balkans
and eastwards into Asia.
We don’t know how old this very distinctive tree is. The Council have no records, and searching both local and
national archives and aerial photographs has revealed nothing. A mature specimen like this is likely to be
more than 100 years old.
The timber, sometimes called lacewood, is figured and valuable for indoor furniture. Oriental Plane trees can
have a vast canopy; a specimen planted by Capability Brown at Corsham in Wiltshire was identified in 2011 as
the tree with the greatest known spread in the United Kingdom.
In addition to its use for furniture the leaves and bark of the tree have been used medicinally.

18
False Acacia (Robinia pseudoacacia) Also known as Black Locust. Introduced into Britain in 1636, the
False Acacia grows to 20–30 metres and lives about 120 years and can grow in poor soils. The leaves and
thorns bear a resemblance to the acacia in the mimosa family, so it was named as False Acacia. The bark has
long deep often diagonal fissures. The leaves have 9-23 oval untoothed leaflets. Flowers are white cascades
at the start of summer and seed pods of around 10 cm hang in bunches. In many European countries it is the
source of acacia honey.
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19
Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) Thought to have been introduced to the UK during the sixteenth
century, the sycamore can grow to a height of 35 metres and live for 400 years. The branches form a broad
rounded crown. The bark is grey, smooth when young but later flaking in irregular patches. The leaves have
long stalks and are large and palmate, with 5 large radiating lobes. The flowers (April) are greenish-yellow and
hang in dangling flowerheads called panicles. They produce copious amounts of pollen and nectar that are
attractive to insects. The winged seeds (samaras) germinate and self-seed in spring.

20
Judas Tree (Cercis siliquastrum) which can grow to 10–15 metres tall displays clusters of dark pink
small flowers on bare branches in spring. The heart shaped foliage has striking autumn colour. The name may
derive from "Judea's tree" -the region of Israel and Palestine where the tree is common.

21
Laburnum (Laburnum anagyroides) All parts of the common laburnum are poisonous. The trees have
beautiful hanging yellow flowers in spring. Laburnums reach full size after about 15 years - a maximum height
of 7 metres and a spread of 6 metres.

